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F the Reader has taſted that the LORD is gra- 
cious, knows the plague of the heart, and the 


love of the SPIRIT, the matter of the follow- 


ing lines will be pleaſant ; and (attended with the 
divine bleſſing) profitable. I may ſpeak boldly in 
this reſpect, becauſe the matter was another's: As 
to the manner, I was induced to clothe Mr, Fle- 

ming's excellent thoughts in a new dreſs ; becauſe | 
his writings are very ſcarce, the ſtile is old, and 
has many Scaticiſms (which render it leſs intelligi- 
ble and agreeable to moſt of the children of GOD 
in this part of the iſland); and likewiſe becauſe _ 
verſe ſticks better on the mind than proſe—T own 
it was verſifyed in much haſte (in ſeventeen days); 
amoſt all written amid much noiſe and many in- 
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terruptions, and I had many other matters to at- 


tend to: But if the poetry charm not the fancy of 


critics, it may be the more intelligible to the poor 


unlettered heirs of the kingdom; who, though rich 
in faith, have no dictionary to explain hard words, 
nor can they reliſh.or comprehend lofty flights of 
poetry; ſo likewiſe there may be Jeſs danger of a 


very deceitful heart, drawing me to aim at my own 


applauſe, inſtead of ſolely intending the honor of 
my SAVIOR, and the promotion of the comfort and "2 


lanctifcation of his dear 1 


ix PRAY : GOD my eye may = Js: if He 
os bleſs this feeble attempt to induce any of H1s chil- N 
| dren to ſtudy the agreement of ſcripture and pro- 
vidence, I ſhall rejoice. I never yet gained white 3 
3 yellow dirt by printing; I believe I never de- 
fired it — As to private or public reproach, 1 ble 
0b fora little; ; becauſe I hope the hiſſing of the D 
young ſnakes is a ſign that the old ſerpent is diſ- 


: pleaſed — Let Atheiſt or Arminian, flranger or neigh- 
Jour, laugh at poor Elachiſtoteros in a leud magazine, 


and welcome. I eſteem it an honor to ſtand in the | 
ſame pillory with that great Man of GOD, George | 
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PREFACE 


Bur why do I waſte time and paper about my 
worthleſs ſelf? Reader, who are you, and what are 


you? Do you know JESUS CHRIST? do you be- 


lieve the ſcriptures? Have you an experimental 


knowledge of the word of the LORD ? Have you 
found it living and powerful to rip open your 
heart? Have you found it a life-giving word, 
through the energetic application of the SPIRIT ? 
Have you taſted its promiſes ? are they your ſoul's 
dayly food? Do you know what it is to find the 
word, and eat it? Do you know that © the be- 
liever,” as Dr. Gill once obſerved, “ has an I and 
an I, he has two I's?” He can ſay, with Paul, 
Tan cruciſyed, nevertheleſs J live, can you ſay lo! 5 1 
And is the life you live in the fleſh, a life of faith on 
the SON of GOD? — Have the promiſes been made 
good to you? do you ſo much as hunger after 
them? and, does the bleſſedneſs of the ſons of GOD, 
and the communion with HI M, which you hear them 
ſpeak of enjoying, make you long for the ſame ? — | 
Theſe, theſe are the queſtions I have to aſk you ;. 
and not whether young Ryland is a fine poet, or no? 
| whether he is proud of his verſes, or no? If he is 
fuch a fool, do you join with me to pray GOD to 
abaſe him — But, i in the name of the eternal GOD, 
I adjure v, enquire are you CHRIST's, or no ? 


AZ If 


e 


If 1 are, Elachiftoteros beſeeches you, forgetting 
the writer, to attend to the following pages; exa- | 


mine them by the word of GOD, and if you ſhould 
receive any benefit, let Hr have your praiſes, and 


poor me your prayers — O believer, be concerned 
to grow in grace; be concerned to evidence the 
heart-felt power of love divine * Alas, how many 
. e e | 


2 ay Tov v XPIETOY ones mg, cc The love of 
CHRIST conſtraineth us,” ſays Paul — A checker of pre- 
tended Antinomianiſm, in that moſt execrable piece of blaſ- 
phemy that ever eyes beheld, the ſpeech (enough to make the 
5 devil ſhudder) which he has ſlanderouſly put into the mouths 
of the Calviniſts at the great day, ſneers at this expreſſion, 


and repreſents us as ſaying, that the preachers of free grace 


told us, the love of CHRIST would conſtrain us to do good 


Works, but we never felt it, and ſo did none — But, Reader, 


if you never felt its conſtraining energy drawing you to ho- 
lineſs, you never for one moment had the leaſt right to look 
; on yourſelf as intereſted in it — This we declare— We hold = 
no election, but to holineſs; and affirm, none can know his 
election, but by a heart-felt . to 3 wrought by the 


SPIRIT. | 


* he EY that calls himſelf cleft, 
And yet can ſin endure; 1 

7 hat he's aof choſe may well fades, 

That he's not call d be ſure. 
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pfrofeſſors are content with granching the ſhell, ins 
ſtead of feeding on the kernel—Baptized Atheiſts! 
whether ſprinkled or dipped, lethargic Laodiceans ! 
awake! Oh, may GOD rouze you before the 
| burning day of vengeance draw nigh — Ye pro- 
feſs to believe the word of FeHsYaH, but what 
proof can ye give of its influence on your hearts 
— Feruſalem ſhall be ſearched with candles; many 
| ſhall fumble in their boſoms by and by for theit 
| eviderices, and pull out a nothing — Reader, be 
you ſure this will not be your caſe? Do you fight 
dayly with fin? do you know the deceitfulneſs of 
the heart? Do you watch againſt the roaring 
lion? or is he at peace with you, and keeps his 
mouth ſhut, leſt he ſhould awaken you out of a 
damnable ſlumber? Do you find the promiſes 
ſtrengthen you, and excite you to attend to the 


May GOD ſtrike me out of exiſtence, ſooner than let me 
teach or preach any other doQrine than this — But let ſuch, 
7 who call us friends to licentiouſneſs, Satan's advocates for 

fin, and delight to put John Huſs's painted cap on all who 
dare not pretend to ſinleſs perfection here, remember they 
muſt ſtand themſelves at that bar, where they have repreſented 
us as making ſuch an ibeminabie plea, mary to anſwer for - 
: their calumnys. Fe 


OE | precepts 
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precepts * your LORD + Do you fear hy 


diſpleaſure of a Father moſt, when moſt aſſured 


that you have no room to dread the wrath of a 
Judge? Have you thus found the ſcriptures ful- 
filled in your own experience? If not, Oh, how 
awful your condition — how vain all ſpeculative 
If any man be 


If you 


knowledge, or florid profeſſion — 
in CHRIST, he is a new creature 
are ſuch, then are you an heir of promiſe; then are 


15 you Abraham's ſeed: GOD make good, in your 
| experience, what was written * Iſaac, the child 
„grew, and was weaned,” — If you have found 
the word true by experience, Ob, then how ſhould _ 
you be concerned to feed thereon, to hunger after 15 
it, that ye may grow thereby — O poor, broken- 
hearted believer, I ſhall rejoice if GOD bleſs this 
little work to your ſoul, to ſtrengthen your faith, 
to excite you to conſider the reality, the reality of the _ 
Oh, this is an important ſtudy; 
and, as the blefſed Man of GOD obſerves, from 
5 whom 1 took the ſubſtance of the following oo 


7 word of COD in 


* Give me the Chriſtian that is as Aden of learning 
duty, as of receiving comfort; - fo ſaid lately a worthy I - 
viniſt, who is brother to the greateſt Oy. to s a 
CHRIST in the land. 
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ſtudy may preſs it much upon us. For, if 
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PREFACE, 


the ſcripture's accompliſhment be an undoubt- 


ed truth, Oh, then it is ſure that the ſaints 
have a great inheritance z they are princes, 
though now under a diſguiſe; and though yet 


minors, they are heirs of more than the world 
can ſhadow forth: The Chriſtian is more 


happy on a dunghill, ſcraping his ſores, than 
© ſuch who are cloathed in purple, and fare deli- 
cately every day. If this be ſure, we ſhould | 
look with compaſſion, rather than envy, on 
thoſe whom the world accounts happy. We 
need not queſtion the gain of godlineſs; it is 
| ſure that ſuch who ſow in tears, ſhall reap in 
joy; and the righteous, though now trampled 
under, in the morning ſhall have dominion. | 


Yea, in a word, we may then, on ſure grounds, 
ſolace ourſelves with the thoughts of that great 


change, which will be within a little, when the 
grave muſt render back i its priſoners; and may, 

with as much aſſurance of a bleſſed reſurrection, 
lye down in the duſt, as we are ſure there will 
be a morning when we lye down at night. Oh, 
then there is an heaven and an hell, that is cer- 


tain: eternity is not a night- dream; and one mo- 
ee ment 


rA . 


tte ment will ſhortly put an end to all our ſervices j 


« yea, the ſhutting of our eye-lids at death, ſhall 


e but open them again in the paradiſe of GOD.” 
But, alas, for you that know not FESUS the cru- 


cifyed; that are only wearing the chriſtian name, 


without profeſſing to feel his SPIRIT dwell with- 
in you; or, that profeſs it, without poſſeſſing it. 


I beſeech you, in the name of the eternal GOD, 


to conſider what will become of you, if His word is 


true; and, Oh, may not the witneſs of the godly in 
all ages have ſome weight with you! Is it not what 
ye could not refuſe in any other caſe? and, Oh, 
will they not declare that nothing is more certain, 
that they have felt and handled with their corporeal 
hands, than that which they have felt and handled 
of the word of truth! Do not ſay theſe things are 
fancy; becauſe ye that never felt, nor ſought the 


5 ee of GUD, can be no 1 0h 


Bor I cloſe with one word or two more to true 
believers. Search ye the ſcriptures, for in them ye 
have eternal life. And, ſeeing theſe are not cun- 
ningly-deviſed fables, gird up the loins of your 
mind; be ſober, and hope to the end; watch and 


pray, for this is a day of ſlumber and temptation ; 
and conſider ye what manner of perſons ye ought 


to 
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- to be in all holy conrerfition and godlineſs; fook- 
ing for, and haſtening to, the coming of the day of 


heat. Amen. N . 1 


Nox THA Prox, 
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GOD, wherein the heavens being on fire, ſhall be Y 
diſſolved, and the elements {hXll melt with fervent 
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June 12, 1773» 


Jon RyLany, Junior. 
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P. S4. * 1 2128, for eternal, read mt.” 
2138, for counted, read doubled. 


N. B. I would always have Sales the orthography of 


Mr. Toplady with regard to retaining the v's; but 
through the fault of my tranſcribers, and my own 
hurry, there is not a perfect uniformity herein, which 
vill not much concern moſt of my Readers. . 
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INraobvcriox — Divine aſſiſtance and ſucceſs i im- 
plored i in the work propoſed, = _ = „ 
| The clearing of the word's fulfilment a an important work, 16 
. Scripture confirmed by external nee,, 1 
Pet this alone inſufficient to bow the ſinner” s neck to its 
... i TW 
_ Chriſtians have a witneſs i in themſelves, „ ; 
5 But Satan endeavours to ſhake their faith, = „ © os 


This work deſigned for true believers chief, 46 

The word a tranſcript of the divine decrees, = 54 

; Which i is again tranſcribed by providence, - © 6 5 
5 The accompliſhment of the word changes objects 0 of faith 


into objects of ſenſe, 5 - „5 
8 The fulfilling of ſcripture, GOD's ſeal e 332 
This is plain from the experience of all ſaints, - 35 


It i is their wiſdom to obſerve the fulfilment of the wed; 100 


Experience the beſt evidence — Ocds between the pro- 
feſſor and e, J = 


S O NEN s. 

5 | Line 

The power of the word on the latterr,r 127 
The world itſelf could not refulc the vitnelz of ſuch in 

another caſe, — - - - - - 126 


Five inſtances propoſed, wherein wy certainly f feel _ 
. ſeripture fulfilled, - * - x a 7 


| Fiks r INSTANCE. ＋ he ebnet and oppoſition 


betwixt fleſh and ſpirit, witneſſed by the Chriſtian's 
experience, as it is clearly held forth in the word of 


GOD; this proved in ten particulars, - — 159 : 


| SxconD INSTANCE. The deceitfulneſs of the human 1 
heart, witneſſed i in eight particulars named, 238 


TRAIN D InSTANCE. The record of the ſcripture con- 


cerning an inviſible adverſary without, Proved by: 


experience, 5 5 „ 5 307 
This made to appear in twelve particulars, | N 35s * 


f | PourTH INSTANCE. Bible promiſes undovdrlly Ls 
| fulfilled i in the true believer” $ experience, OS. CI 


Some previous conſiderations laid down concer ning his - 
point, in ten particulars, ns ¾ vo 300 5 


The ſubject very copious, ” 5 5 
| Ten promiſes inſtanced i in — 1 . | 
Firſt promiſe, That which | is ; made to bee and 


venturing on the naked word of GOD; 3 this | proyed © 


| in eight particulars, ; bi. 


Second promiſe. That GOD will hear and anſwer prayer, 


ten ane, %% LO, 70g 


Third 


ky: 


Ce 
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CONTENTS, 


Line 


Third promiſe, The pouring down of the SPIRIT, 


which all the ſaints experience, and know His ſealing 
and His marvelous power on the ſoul to be no delu- 
ſion, twelve particulars, 3535 00S | 


Fourth promiſe. That light and direction ſhall be given 


to thoſe who commit their ways to the LORD, eight 
particulars, . - - - - - - 994 


Fifth promiſe. of pardon and e Kio ſealed 
by experience, ſhewn in nine particulars, = 10539 


Sixth promiſe. Of ſapport and encouragement to the 
godly under the croſs, verifyed in eight particular S 1235 


Seventh promiſe. To integrity and uprightneſs in an 


evil time, fulfilled in nine particulars, e ee 


Eighth promiſe, Of aſſiſtance in duty — this plainly | | 
fulfilled in eleven particulars, 2 WO 1438. 


Ninth promiſe. Of all things working together for good 
to them that love GOD, clearly verifyed 1 in exper ence, 
eleven par ticulars, - n TOGR 


Tenth promiſe. That which is ads to > eien in 
general fulfilled, it being found to be great gain; 
this cleared in fifteen particulars, «=. 1640” 


FirTH INSTANCE, The verifycation of ſcripture / 


_ threatnings, ſo far as the godly fall under them, 1770 
deven preliminary obſervations, „ ; 1774 


Firft tbreatning. Againſt ſecurity ad carnal confidence, 
fulfilled in ſeven particulars, - - =- = 1860 
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| Sixth threatuing. 5 
proved true in four inſtances, %%% 5 


CONTENTS. 


Line 


| Second threatning. Againſt the Chriſtian's unwatchful- 
| fulneſs; this made out in five particulars, — 1930 | 


Third threatning. Againſt the reſtraining or neglet of 


prayer, verifyed in five particulars, - -=- 1995 


Fourth threatuing. Againſt defeCtion from the truth i in 


a time of tryal, five particulars, - = — 2055 


Fifth threatning. Againſt unſubduedneſs of ſpirit, and 
want of mortification to outward things; z 0 to 


hold good in five particulars, „„ 2110 


Againſt doing violence to | light; 


A cloſing caution, % <-O%: 4 wo 
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FAITHFU LNEss of GOD 


IN HIS 


: wo 1 5 1 


NvisiöIE SueREME! who dwell on high, 
Beyond the utmoſt ken of mortal eye, 
Vet doſt THYSELF reveal, the ſov'reign LORD, 
| Known by THY works, more clearly by THY word; 
| 5. 5. (Made known, yet unknown to the human mind, 
Involv'd in night, and altogether blind; 
Till by urs touch THY SPIRIT doth reſtore 
To poor benighted man the viſual pow'r : 
_ Then, he, at leaſt, may evidently fee _ 
10, How well THY word and providence agree, . 
And how both plainly teſtify of THEE.) | 
= Help THOU—I to THY ſaints my ſong addreſs, 
[2 O grant aſſiſtance, and beſtow ſucceſs; 
9 That aided by THEE, I, a feeble worm, ; 
2 15. May in Tay word THY peoples faith confirm. 
| Important taſk, and labour well beſtow'd, 
To plead the cauſe of ſcripture and its GOD ; 
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2 Tux FAITHFULNESS or GO 
And how (howe era ſceptic age blaſpheme) 
That revelation is no fancy d dream; 


20. No deep-lay'd lie obtruded on mankind, 
No half-form'd' offspring of a ſickly mind ! 


By proofs external is its Author known, 8 
Proofs which the common ſenſe of all men own; 
And what tho' reaſon's witneſs be deny'd, 


25+ By clam'rous prejudice and ſullen pride, 


Tho' adder-like the atheiſt ſtops his ear, 


| Reaſon and conſcience ſometimes make him hear, 


Vea, hear and tremble ; tho? he ſeeks to ſhun, 
The light of ſcripture, as do bats the ſun. 


30. But tho' external proofs demand th' aſſent 


Of reaſon, whereſoc'er the goſpel 's ſent, 
Objective light can never melt the ſoul, _ 
Nor can the word the luſt of man controul, 
Till the ſame pow'r by which the dead fhall live, 


- 35+ Unto the ſoul the eye of, faith ſhall give: 


Then he the glory of the LORD perceives, 
The SPIRIT's inward witneſs he receives, 

That witneſs hell and earth in vain deny, 

| He knows tis not a fancy or a he. | 


d 40. His faith, tho' ſometimes ſhaken, cannot fail, 


Nor all the ſophiſtry of hell prevail. 
Vet will the tempter all his arts employ, 
To ſhake the Chriſtian's faith, and mar his joy; 
Therefore it ſhould his pray'r and ſtudy be 
45. To know how well GOD" sword and works agree. 
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5 60. Whate' er in time befals His dear elect, 


70. What that deſcribes, and what this brings to pals, 
Anſwers as face to face will anſwer in a glaſs. 


IN HIS WORD EviIx ED. 

For you I write, ye highly favor'd race, 
The objects of diſcriminating grace; 
Whoſe bleſt experience is the ſtrongeſt proof 
That words of ſcripture are the words of truth. _ 
30, Search your own hearts, your own experience read, 
And know the hook of GOD is GOD's indeed, 
There you have evidently ſeen fulhll'd 
What in the Chee GOD had re reveal d. 


In 8 2 may GOD's An vehold, 7 
55. There He H1s ſecret purpoſe doth unfald ; | 
The book of fate tranſcrib'd : and i in its * 5 
Angels and mortals read their LORD's deſigns. 
Long, long ere man was form'd, HE well foreknew, 
| Whate er he does, what all His creatures do, 


Whate'er Hz ſhou'd or ſuffer or effect, 

He knew full well before HE made the earth, 

Ages and ages ere creation's birth: 

And in x1s word HIS councils are diſplay' d, 
65. There to Hs church HIS heart 1 is open * d. 


Scripture's a . of the LORD” s decree, 
Which Providence again tranſcribes, we ſee : 
| GOD's word and works caſt on each other light, 
We view the fair agreement with delight; 


Scripture 3 thus with Providence, 
Objects of faith are re objects made of ſenſe: : 
| 5 2 | Thus 


. FAITHFULNESS or GOD 


| Thus what the Bible did to faith reveal, 
75. Senſe in the end may evidently feel; 
The words of life the ſaints may taſte and touch, 
And by experience know them to be ſuch. 
He taſtes and ſees that GOD indeed is good, 
He finds the promiſes are pleaſant food. 
30. Not ſo all human wit can realize, 
CO unſeen by man's corporeal eyes. 


This is the ſeal of GOD HIMSELF, whereby 
Doth HE EIS word confirm and ratify; 
Making His truth and faithfulneſs appear, 
35. Bright as noon-day, and moſt divinely clear. 


Nor yet is this ſome rare uncommon caſe, 
Which once a century perhaps takes place, 
But ev'ry ſaint's experience may afford 
| Proofs upon proofs that GOD fulfils his word. 
| go. Doctrins and promiſes, and threatnings too, 
Each has he found indubitably true: 
Oft have ſuch own'd, and, with ting breath, 
That carnal-mindedneſs is ſurely death; 
And gladlyer can they in this witneſs join, 
95. Great peace have they that love the law divine z 
60D is a preſent help in ew ry rait, 
For ever good to thoſe who for HIM wait, 
Thus both their ſaddeſt ſeaſons and their beſt, 
The word's moſt ſure accompliſhment atteſt. 
100. "Twere well did they but with more ſtudious eye, 
Obſerve the ways of Him who cannot lie, 


Twou'd 


— — 


f 1% Is WORD Evinced, 5 


"Twou'd benefit themſelves, twou'd honour CHRIST, 
And their report might others much aſſiſt ; 
Thoſe beſt can tell how faithful is the LORD, 
105. Who moſt have try'd and moſt obſerv'd HIS word; 
Tis ſweet to ſtudy ſcripture thus, when \ we 
Down to experience bring the theory. | 
| The nat'ral man of things celeſtial reads, 
As one looks o'er another's title-deeds, 
110. Or views, unmov'd, another man's eſtate, 
Nor can the ſight the leaſt concern create; 
The ſaint, he reads them as himſelf an heir, 
| Longs and aſpires thoſe glorious things to ſhare ; 
At leaſt he hopes, and ſometimes bows he ſhall, 
11 5. At length poſſeſs, and well enjoy them all: 
High beats his breaſt, high does his pulſe ariſe, 
Wonder and pleaſure gliſten in his eyes. 
Sure, *tis the word of GOD which can excite 
In! human boſoms ſuch ſupreme * 


9 

. 0 2 

. Fe 9 5 2 
e 


* oy 5 


PPT 
8 3 8 2 — x 


| RY . Tis a \life-giving wm; 'twas u ſaid, 
Ml/[n is ſupported not alone by bread: 

This will the head above the water keep, 
When plung'd all naked in the ſtormy deep, 
Make a man ſing in pris'n or in the fire, 

12 5. And look on racks ee deſire. | 


The f may think them mad, but ſure they know ? 
"Tis : no deluſion makes their boſoms glow, 
And bears them up beneath a world of woe, 
In other caſes, wou'd the world think fit, 
i | 130, Frecly their teſtimony to admit, 
1 B 3 "Their 


Say they ne'er ſaw the ſun, nor felt him ſhine, 
And then nickname a dream the word divine, 


Tae FAITHFULNESS OF Gop 


Their honeſty and wdgment both allow, 


Why then ſhow'd worldly men refuſe it now ? 

The witneſs is from honett men and true, 

: The witneſs of a troop, and not a few; 

135. 

That GOD will ſurely His own word fulfil. 

*Tis not a truth which but on truft they take, | 
What they themſelves have known and felt, they ſpeak ; 

No other witneſs like experience is, = 

140. 


All ſaints atteſt it, and for ever will, 


No demonſtration elſe can equal this. 


To credit that as ſoon as this they'll join! 


5 Their ſad experiences and ſweet unite, 


145 


To prove *twas GOD who did the word indite : | 


No author cou'd it have, but One, who knew 
The heart and reins of mortals thro' and thro*, _ 


: Th' internal avarſare z the deceitful heart; 


Th afaults of Satan, with his fiery dart; 


150. 


Others cannot conceive, the ſaints can't tell, 


The ſore attacks and ftratagems of hell, _ | 


GOD, and none elſe, cou'd eer deſcribe fo well, 


The word, both in its threats and promiſes, 


With er ry ſaipt's experience ſo agrees, 
133. 


Their being they might queſtion juſt as ſoon, | 


Or doubt if e' er they ſaw the ſun or moon, 
As doubt habitually about that word, 


Which none cou d write but nature s ſov'reign L ORD. 4 
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IN HIS WORD Evixceo. 7 
5 ye, that know the LORD— His word declares *, 


| 160. The fleſh for ever with the ſpirit wars, 


Say is not the apoſtle's old complaint, 

Still the ſad cry of ev'ry real ſaint ? 

This, tho' a point to all the world unknown, 
Will ev'ry true believer freely own; 


265. Soon as they knew the LORD, they quickly "SY 


That ev'ry Chriſtian #ghts before he's crown'd : 
| When i in the ſoul did GOD nis work begin, 
H brake the carnal peace it once was in, 
And peace with GOD began with war with ſin. 


170. Vea, he muſt fight on till his dying day, | 


Draw out his ſword, and throw the ſheath away. 
Some ſtronger are, ſome weaker, but not one 
Is 2 from that an " Og. th' WO San. 


They know what once they cou'd not comprehend, 


: 17 5. Two different partys in the ſaints contend z 


In the ſame action acting oppoſite, 
Nor ever ſtops this oppoſition quite: Ef 


* Gal, v. 17, For the fiſh lufeth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit 


 epainſt the fleſh; and theſe are contrary the one to o the other ; ; * that 2 : 


cannot do the things that ye evould, 


Rom. vii. 19, 21, 23. Por the gud. that 7 3 I 45 not: ; | but the 


evil ⁊obich I ⁊uould not, that I do. I find then a law, that when I wwould 


: do good, evil is preſent with me, But I ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 70 


the law of fin, <ohich i is in my members. O wretched man that 7 am : L 
who  ſoall deliver me Stand the body of tbis nm? | 
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Sometimes may this prevail, and fonietiines that, | 


Neither attaining what they wou'd be at. 


10. They and the fleſh will Rill to n 


And all its workings have the ſelf-ſame end; 
It with unweary'd ſtruggles daily trys _ 
The heart from GOD to draw and carnalize. 


They learn, whene'er it gets the upper hand, 
185, How grievous 'tis to let a flave command *; 


_ Fleſh is a tyrant that no limit knows, 


| When moſt indul g'd , it moſt infatiate grows. 


They know the record of the word is true, 
Which does ſin's moſt accurſed nature ſlew; 
190. So that the voice of GOD's commanding law, 
Will often rather irritate than awe : 
„ What GOD forbids, it eagerly purſues, 
e the W altho the . it views. | 


The fen wt pirite ever will be 3 


+ x9 5: And this muſt ſuffer if the former grows: 


If worldly things too much attract the mind, 
Soul-leanneſs is the conſequence we find; 
And then, however wealth and eaſe increaſe, 


Theſe can't make up the want of heav'nly peace: 
200. As one ſcale mounts, down goes the other ſcale, 


Vds grace muſt dwindle if the fleſh prevail. 


* Prov, xxx, 22, 
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IN EIS WORD EvINCED. 5 


Then fier _Y to oppoſe the fleſh is known, 
When as moſt ſpiritual the law is ſhownz _ 
External duties give but ſmall diſguſt, 


205, Dutys moſt ſpiritual it hates the molt. 


If lifeleſs, heartleſs ſervices, wou'd pleaſe, 
GOD might have ſtore of dutys ſuch as theſe ; 
The life and power of godlineſs is that, 

| 10 which it bears a moſt invet'rate hate. 


210, When they can ſubjugate indwelling ſin, 
Pleaſure and liberty they find within; 
But if the old- man gets a looſen'd rein, 
How hard is it to pull him in again! | 
One hour makes work for many mournful days, 


215. Sad groans the ſoul for ſenſual pleaſure pays. 


_ Whereas if fin be low, the Chriſtian may 
Triumph, altho' the outward man decay; 
And pains and ſickneſſes, if ſanctify'd, | 
W ſwell his joys, and raiſe ha e tide. 


220. Senlusl indulgence will the ul becloud,. 
And cauſe their SUN 115 glorious face to ſhroud; 
Hamper and clog the SPIRIT's heav'nward flight, 


Make that a grievous taſk,which was a choice deli ght. 


din will ſpoil earthly comforts, and prevent 
225, Enjoying what we have with ſweet content: 

Nature wou'd do with little; grace with leſs; 
But luſt, inſatiate luſt, will nothing pleaſe. 


Nor 
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Nor yet does fin defile the ſoul alone, 
But darkens it; ſo that, with fleth o 'ergrown, 
239. Spiritual things it eannot clearly ſee, 
But longs from theſe groſs dregs to be ſet free; 


Views death with joy, which ſhall the faints releaſe, 


And ſign his paſſport to the realms of peace. 


Thus all the godly with the word divine, 


236. Concerning this internal warfare join; 


By ſorrowful experienee do they know, 
True is the . 5 _ feel It ſo. 


A SECOND i inſtance let us now ſurvey, ; 
The human heart the ſcriptures open lay * | 


240. Wholly deceitful is it ſaid to be, 


And wicked to a deſperate degree. 

This is a truth the {aint moſt ſurely knows, | 

The word's divine original it ſhews ; 

Ali who are made by GOD's enlightning. grace, 
2245. Serious in truth about their inward caſe, 

: Behold their hearts out-written in #15 book, 
And mult with wonder on th' agreement look ; 
The portrait ſo exact cou'd no one draw, 

Unleſs into man's inmoſt ſoul he ſaw.. 


250. How much the heart deceitful is and naught, 


1s the firit leſſon by the SPIRIT taught: 
And in the SPIRIT's hand the written word, ; 
More W 8 ee chan a UAE 9 25 


bs ler. & xvii, 9. The hat is decal above all things, and deſperate 
eicked, * can nero it | 
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1% His WORD Evince. 11 


Rips open all the ſoul, and manifeſts 
255. The ſecret workings of the ſinners breaſts. 
Vea, and this heart-plague is moſt fully known 
By ſuch who moſt in godlineſs have grown. 
O the ſad hours, and O the ſad complaints, 
A. treach'rous heart has caus'd to all the faints1 
260. Their ſweeteſt wine has here ſome drops of gall, 
«© O wretched man!” was ev'n the cry of Paul. 
Enoch, and Moſes, and beloved John, | 
Who lean'd his head his dear LORD's boſom on; 
All the bleſt band that ſhine in glory now, 


256 5. Sore felt the heart-plague when they dwelt below. 


| The ſaints of old, and of the preſent day, 
Wou'd all in ſerious ſadneſs join to ſay, 

True is the record that their greateſt foes _ 

Were ſuch as had their dwelling in their houſe; 


: 270. Tho? bad the world, and time wherein they live, 


An evil heart does more annoyance give 
And when that hell within themſelves boils 00 er, 
Not yawning Tophet cou'd affright them more. 


Scarce a day paſſes but they find ſome proof, 
275. The wiſeſt man declar'd a certain truth z _ 
Who laid it down as an undoubted rule, 
Who trufts his heart is verily a fool *. 
For tho' they watch their heart with both their eyes, 
It will too oft o'crreach them, and ſurpriſe, : 


„ Prov, xxviii, 26. 
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280. Each day calls out for watchfulneſs loud; 
No ſleeping time is to the ſaint allow'd ; | 
j | | Vea, ſuch that be the moſt advanc'd in grace, 
0 Knew they mutt watch when in the happieſt caſe z 
Nor will the eve of life the ſaint excuſe, 
28 f. Tho' now the crown almoſt in reach he views. 


"DUader their choiceſt ba oft lurks within, 
As after-time may ſhew, tho' then unſeen, 
Such latent ill, as had it then been told, 
They ſcarce had thought it, tho? they now behold 
290. (By long experience taught) the word knew more 
Of their own kearts than they themſelves before. 


Theſe find if at their hearts they once connive, 
4 Too call them back almoſt in vain they ſtrive: 

j Tis dang'rous but to parley with a foe, 
295. And Ong with e brings 8 one 


— — * 


They 3 they 5 tho feſh may think it hard, 
On ev'ry ſenſe to keep a conſtant guard 
To make a cov'nant with their eyes, that they 
May not their hcarts to vanity betray. 
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209. Tinder and touch-wood we the heart may name, 
O hat a little {park may light 2 dreadful flame ! 
How carnal and deceitful is the heart, 

And from the LORD how ready to depart !_ 
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—— 


The ſaints beſt frames, how ſoon they paſs away, 
| 795. And pride creeps in fo ilyly while they ſtay! 
'# Juſt now they ſcem'd in heav'n; but, ah, how ſoon, 


Came a cloud o'er them, and obſcur'd their noon ! 


Up 
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ur roſe that GOD provoking-evil pride, 
And made the LORD his countenance to hide. 


310. O cou'd fin's motions be expos'd to view, 
And men be call'd as witneſſes thereto, 
To ſee what evils in their hearts have place, 
And next-door neighhours are to heav'nly g grace! 
How the bare thought wou'd all their ſouls 1 
31 5. Who once have had or their own hearts a ſight! 


In fine, does not experience wiineſs Save, 
"How weak man's ſtron geſt reſolutions are? 
Not many hours he keeps the ground he got, 
And like his morning ſelf, at night is not. 


320. Reuben's deſcription wou'd befit him well, 


Man is unſtable, aud cannot excel *. | 
Nor can the beſt, who have in Chriſt believ d, 
Reckon how oft their hearts have them deceiy” d; 
And then deceiv'd them moſt when leaſt they es 
325. Of this its vile deceitfulneſs aware, 
Which gratitude and wonder may excite, 
That this deceiver neter deceiv'd them quite, 
So as to draw them down to endleſs night. 
Where fin abounded, grace abounded more, 
330. Nor that cou'd mar ſo faſt as this reſtore. 
_ O'twill the wonder of all wonders be, | 
Such hearts renew'd, by mighty grace ſet free, 


By the SON's blood, and SPIRIT's grace mace Sins 


So tat at laſt ſhall not a {pot be ſeen } 


* Gen, xlix. 4. 
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i 335. The human heart the true believer feels, 


14 Taz FAITHFULNESS or GOD 


To be juſt what the ſacred word reveals, 
And his experience its fulfilment ſeals. 
Nor knows he only that there dwells within, 

3 ſaith the word, a law of death and fin, 
2340. Without he finds an adverſary too, 
Or whom he feels the ſcripture record true *: 


A roaring 


* Eph. vi. 1 1 2 bs wales of the devil — e treſtle not againſ} 


Hieſb and blood, but againſt principalitys, againſt powers, againſs the 
i rulers of darkneſs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high 
places, I Pet, v. 8. Be ſober, be wigilant ; becauſe your adwerary the 
2s, devil, as a roaring lion, <valketh about, ſeeking whom he my devour. 
John viii. 44. Tbe devil Was @ murderer from the n — He is 

wth liars cee. c. | 


S think it not unfoitable to fobjoin here a catalogue of the Terlps 
ture titles of this inviſible 8 


I. A fowler, Pſal. xci, 3. 2. Serpent, Gen. iii. 15. 3. Tempter, 

„V roaring lion, 1 Pet. v. 8. 3. Great red dragon, 
Rev. xii. 3. 6. Devil, or falje accuſer, Rev. xii. 9. 7. Baalzebub, 

or the lord of flies, 2 Kings i. 2. 8. Beelzebub, or the lord of dung, 


Luke xi. 15. 9. Adverſary, 1 Pet. v. 8. 10. Evil one, Matt. vi. 
13. 5 11, Belial, or a lawleſs one, 2 Cor, vi. 15. 12. 0% ſerpent, 


| Rev, xii. 9. 13. Satan an adverſary, Job i. 6, Zech. iii. 1. 14. 
NMurderer, John viii. 44. 15. Fatber of a lie, John viii, 44. 16. 
Prince of the poꝛvers of the air, Eph. ii. 2. 17. Unclean ſpirit, Matt. 

xii, 43. 18. Spiritual wickedneſs, Eph, vi. 22. 19. Accujer of the 


brethren, Rev. xii. 10. 20. Abaddon, Rev. ix, TR» Apollyen, 


Rev. ix, 11, 22. King, the angel of the bottomleſs pit, Rev. ix. 11, 
23, Deceiver of the nations, Rev, xx, 3, 8. 24. Prince of devils, f 
og Matt. 
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A roaring lion, call'd a dragon red; 
Oft have the ſaints beneath his fury bled, 
Nor nam'd leſs truly, he a ſerpent old, 
345. A fiend, malicious, cruel, ily, and bold: 
His character and methods both agree 
_ Exactly with the word's diſcovery. 
They all can witneſs, ſoon as touch'd by grace, 


Tow'rds GOD they firſt began to turn the face: 


350. They found an unſeen band of mighty foes, 
Inviſibly, but ſenſibly oppoſe. | 
Yet tho' fo many foes the ſaints aſſail, 
Their many enemies ſhall not prevail; 
With ſongs of triumph we ſhall end the war, | 


235 5. As ſings the bird '{cap'd from the fowler's ſnare. 


Yes, do the ſaints by ſad experience know, 
Beſides the world and fleſh they have a foe ; 
| Whom, tho? they cannot lee, yet they full well. 
Can his exiſtence by his workings tell: 


260. Whoſe cor reſpondence.with the car nal mind. 


Each true believer to his grief muſt find; 
His inroads violent, his fly deceit, 
Solicitations ſo importunate; 
And motions ſo impetuous, that bear 
$65. Poor ſouls away, ere ever they're aware; 
Strangely againſt their judgment, and in ſpite 
Of frequent reſolutions and of light, 


Matt. ix. 34. Rev. xii 1 Pr ince of this wworl., Jchu ii. 32 
26. God of this rd, 2. Cor. wy 27. Deceiver of the aulole 2varity 


Rev. x11, 9, 


Plainky 
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dag evince ſome outward enemy, 
No leſs than if diſcern'd 5 the 8 8 eye. 


PR : They find that zow this foe has fierceſt ar d. = 


Since GOD unto HIMSELF their hearts engag 4;- 


Satan in quiet once poſſeſs'd the heart, 

But thence in quiet he will not depart : 

He ſtorms to think that he ſhall loſe his prey, 
37 5. Like Egypt's $ king „when Iſrael fled away. 


This mighty hunter ſeeks no trifling game, 
Th' infernal Nimrod at the ſoul takes aim : 55 
Fain wou'd he, if he cou'd, the ſaints deſtroy, 
But as he cannot kill, he will annoy. 


310. To draw their hearts from GON, and to prevent | 


Communion with Him, is his grand intent ; 3 
To carnalize the heart, and then to draw 
On to ſome groſs tranſgreſſion of the law. 


He * dank to greater evils leads, 55 


38 5. And is not this a little one? he pleads. 


(On us his Uly/zear arts he trys, 

Calls himſelf No-man, and puts out our eyes ": 
But ſet the door a- jar, he'll ſoon creep in, 
And nick-nam'd frailties end in dreadful ſin; z 


| 390. A ſinful look the ſoul may ſorely wound, 


As to their coſt the ſaints too oft have found; 


Homers Odyiley, 


Satan 
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Satan is one who knows his time to chuſe; 
Can change his weapons, diff rent baits can uſe; 
| He ever is at hand and on his watch, „ 
395. That at advantage he the ſoul may catch. | 
When the heart's lifted up with pride: when * 
Are off their watch; or out of duty's way: 
Theſe are the times he hopes his ends to get; 3 
In troubled ſtreams he loves to caſt his net. 


400. His name and way agree, they teſtify, 
| Spiritual wickedneſs in places high. 
By daily ſad experience it is found, 
That Satan has th' advantage of the ground. 
| A ſubtle, watchful adverſary, he, Ng 
40 5. While he from us lies hid he can us ſee. 
5 : In diff 'rent ambuſhes he lies in wait, 
And to each ſev'ral palate ſuits his bait : 
Fach nat'ral temper he examines well, 
He can our company and calling tell : 
410, (T. Apuzgriav ee α 
The fin well-circumflanc'd to him is known): 
He ſuits himſelf unto our preſent want, 
And inclination moſt predominant. 
Are we or in the world or ſolitude, 
415. By Satan ev'ry circumſtance is viewd? 
Too well he knows to ply with ev'ry gale, 
And when our bloed is heated will afſail : 
Whatever may the ſpirit diſcompole,  * 
Or bring diſtempers on it, well he knows, 
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420. He can put on a vizard fair and white, 
And ſeem an angel all array'd in light, - 
Slyly to fall upon the ſoul ele&, 
From ſuch a quarter he did leaſt expect. 
| Satan has rigdt as well as Ieft- Band ſnares, 
425. Error ſometimes the truth's reſemblance wears; 
And by temptations, varniſh'd and refin'd, 
He poiſons ſecretly th* unwary mind, 
And ſpecious errors in the judgment may 
To a N = oy. flow — 99 870 : 


430. Sometimes he ſets on \ with a horrid roar, 


Fierce as a lion haſt'ning to devour; 
Throws a whole quiver- full ef fry darts, 
: Ae once againſt the ſaints affrighted hearts. 
Moſt dreadful blaſphemys their minds diſtract; 
43 5 Which they in vain attempt to counteract, 
Without the mind's concurrence or conſent, 
Tho' they againſt them enter their diſſent : 
| Horrid ſuggeſtions, which their ſouls deteſt, | | 
Phainly from one without, ſometimes the ſaints intel. 


"<a This edlen Wey e 80 pace, 


Tho' GOP oft foils him, yet he will not ceaſe; 
Egg d on by malice, up and down he proles, 
Seeking to rend and ruin precious ſouls: 

Or if he ſeem to flee or quiet lie, | 


$45. Ti to renew the battle by and by, 


The Chriſtian on a ſudden thus to catch, . 
When n peace has made buy off bis watch; 


(He 
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| ix nis WORD Evinczgpe „ 19 
(He dreadful in his flight, as in th' attack, 
. Wounds like the Parthians, when he turns his back). 
450. Nay then moſt dang'rous, when the leaſt diſcern'd, 
As to their coſt the ſaints have often learn'd ; 


He can ſpeak out of friends as well as foes, 
And thus on ſouls with greater eaſe e impoſe, 
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Tho- Satan may with evil thoughts begin, 
455. He aims to lead the foul to open fin: 
He hopes to blot the character and name, 


And give the world a handle to blaſpheme ; ü 

1 On by degrees with artifice he draws, | 
| Till ſome fad fall diſgrace the Savior's cauſe, 
5 460. But of a ſweeter and more pleaſant truth, 6 | 
Y Th' experience of the Chriſtian is a proof; 5 | 
Ĩk bat tho' a foe ſo potent Satan be, el 
Refift the devil, and he'll ſurely fee. 3 

I Times they have known, and blzſed times they were, q 

| 5 | 465. When with his ſpoils have they return'd from pray 'r. | . 
þ- Their GOD, who can his utmoſt rage defeat, þ 
Thruſt him and bruis'd him underneath their tet; 


The vanquiſh'd then their victor triumph'd o'er, | | 


And e how he corlquer'd them before. | ; f 
7 479%" The ſaints, by frequent e find, | ; 
q Tho' ſubtle Satan is in arts refin d, 
: By long experience he has much obtain' d, „„ 
And great dexterity by practice gad | 5 ö 
: Vet may the ſaints his uſual way Fu | 


| 475: His methods they by watchfulneſs may learn, | 
— | | C 2 „ 
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Obſerve how Satan does th aſſault begin, 
Climbs up the wall, and artfully creeps in; 
Find out at length his deep, deſigning ways, 
And ſhun the net the curſed fowler lays. = 


430. But to another inflance we proceed, 
Wherein the ſaints and ſcripture are agreed 


Theſe are the Chriſtians moſt ſubſtantial food : 


435. Muſt ever have a ſure accompliſhment, 
ZBaints in all ages, who the word have try d, 
Give their joint witneſs that it never ly'd. 
The promiſe never did the ſaint deceive, 
Thoſe who moſt truſt it, will the moſt receive. 
490. Not nat'ral cauſes operate more ſure, 

| The promiſe ever ſtedfaſt will endure, | 
Not ſurer will the ſetting ſun return, 
Not oil more ſurely make the fire to burn 1 
Experiments unnumber'd will afford 

495. Their evidence, that GOD fulfils his word; 
Midſt all the Chriſtians, preſent up and down, fy 


. And all who ever did the promiſe try, 
Wou' d its fulfilment ſeal and teſtify; 
Soo. Of this they might be confident, as much 
As what their bodys ſee, or hear, or touch. 


Vet be it fir premis'd, tho' here below, 
_ Chriſtians the word's fulfilment ſurely know : 


Oft have they found its PROMISES made good, 


What GOD has ſpoke for their encouragement, 


Vet may we ſummon all that GOD have known 


And 


in nis WORD Evincen. I 21 | 


And tho! it for their comfort was deſign'd, 
50 5. In this fate militant, to chear the mind; 
Some of the chiefeſt promiſes there are, 
Which do their future bleſſedneſs declare; 
Which, tho' they to the battle now excite, 
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5 Are not accompliſh'd till they end the fight, 
10. Caſt off their armour, and the ſpoil divide, 
N When theſe ſhall be in their extent enjoy'd; 

| Tis but an earneſt, all which now they have 
7 of greater bleſſedneſs * the Side 


0 that we minded more the LORD's intent 1 
ö | 51 uh Surely H1s promiſes were never meant 
: For ſpeculation, but for uſe were made, 
os That we there with might drive a bleſſed trade; 
The merchandize of which much better were 
Than that of ſilver or of gold by far. 
520. The word 's a talent, not to be lay'd by, 
As in a napkin, in the memory, 0 
But in the heart, that we may give account 
Of our ee gain' s amount. 


| | "Tis true the ſaints of diff rent ſizes be, 

1 35 1 . And their experience differs in degree : 

N Pet all, according as in grace they grow, 

Nlluſt ſomewhat of the word's fulfilment know; 

And each, who did the promiſes embrace, 
Found them accompliſh'd by the GOD of* grace. 


530. Then this moſt clearly by the aints was ſeen, 
. When 27 have moſt in obſervation been; 3 5 
nd | ; C ; | The 


„ Tux FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 


T he ſcripture's truth and ſure ned we 

So little know, becauſe we careleſs be, 
Nor watch the motions of the LORD to ſee : 3K 
535. But they abundant confirmation find, - — 
Who ſeek it with a well-obſerving mind. 


What ſpecial mercys now the ſaints may meet, f 
The many comforts to their ſouls ſo ſweet, 
Flow from the cov nant thro' the word to them, | 
540. As from the fountain pipes convey the ſtream! 
IJjphat bleſſed reſerwoir is never dry, N 
Theſe heav'nly pipes their ev'ry want ſupply; 85 1 
Theſe ſtreams to all the ſaints in ev'ry place, : ; 
Flow to ſupply them well in ev'ry caſe: 
545 Their greateſt wants and leaſt did GOD foreſee, 5 
And in Hts word they comprehended be; 
And cach is ſuited there, as if it had _ 
Been but for ſuch and ſuch a perſon made. 
This gives to all their feaſts a reliſh rare, 
5:0. For cov'nant mercys double mercys are: 
And help is ſweet, wher plainly from the LORD, 
A viſible fulfilment of His word, 
On which they truſted, and it anſwer'd well, 
Tho they no means how GOD wou'd help cou 1d tell; 
555. But barely ventur'd on the word alone, | 
And found what GOD had promis'd ſurely done. 


Nor by the word's fulfilment do we mean, 
Somewhat which only ow ard then is ſeen; 
Some rapt'rous viſion which the faints behold, 
560. As ſome for ſpecial reaſons had of old: — GO 
| 0 | But 


IN ur. ' WORD Evixces. 


BY. But what by promiſe GOD i is bound to give, 
mY To all His people whenſoe'er they live, 

: | What in Hls common way of dealing, ſtill 

5 The godly meet with, and for ever will; 


56 5. The promiſe doing to the upright good *, 
= And being each believer” s common food: 


| "Tis not the ks of a * 
. But all concur who JESUS ever knew: 
5 In the ſame verdict cordially agreed, 
| 570. That HE who promis'd faithful is indeed; 
As they oft found, ſince what JeHoVaH faith, 
- 6 * food of al that live by Faith, 


: This nal a N ablicition bs 
| on them to truſt the word another day, 
578 . Relying on what they ſo oft have try'd, 
TJ To bein all theur future wants  fpply'd. | 


8 the 1 man may rs aw from hence 

A ſure and moſt convincing evidence, 

That he has in that bleſſed LORD a ſhare, 
£80, By whom the promiſes accompliſh'd were: 

Yea, and an earneſt and a pledge it 1s, 

Of the inheritance of future bliſs ; | 

An earneſt that the LORD will well fulfil, 

And perfect all that may. concern him Kill, 
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58 5. Hr who as yet in ſtraits 17s help did ſend, 
Will grant a crown of glory in the end: 
What weighty bliſs ſhall they at laſt attain, 
Who 1 in the ways of GOD and ſo much punt 


| Theſe obſervations firſt premis 7d. we now 
590. The point in hand more clearly aim to ſhow z 
And diverſe ſpecial promiſes ſhall Jn, 
To be accompliſh'd by eternal love: 
- Such promiſes I mean, in which conſiſt 
| The common trade of all the friends of CHRIST, 
395. Some I ſhall name; for cou'd I write or ſing 


—2 mn r — — 


Of All the proofs that all the ſaints can bring, | 
I might uſe John's hyperbole ſo bold, 1 


| The world itſelf the books cou'd newer bold ; 
| Each ſaint's experience truly might afford 
500. A commentary on the written word. | 
But ſurely one might undertake as well oe "4.68 
The countleſs drops of rain and dew to tell, 3 
Which from the clouds have ſince creation fell, 
As to recount theſe precious drops of wine, 
605. Theſe emanations ſweet, in love divine; 
Theſe plain fulfillings of the promiſes, | 
Which GOD vouchſafes to all the ſons of bliſs. 
If what have ſome experienc'd of this kind, 
Were to be told, it ſcarce wou'd credit find: 
610. T Will here ſuffice if ſuch things mention d be, 
In which all ſaints in general Agr "nn | 
| Wherein the truth of what their GOD has lay d, 
Their joint experience has demonſtrated, _ 


FiRsT 


things than abe e. 


IN HIS WORD Evixceo. 1" 


Finer then, the word declares, that evho believe 

6 I 5 Its promiſes, a bleſſing ſhall receive &. 

Believe, and ye ſhall proſper, and rejoice; 

_ Believe, and be eſtabliſb'd, is its voice. 

Happy the man who makes the LORD his truſt, 

His foes ſhall all be trodden in the duſt: 
620. His heart thus fix'd on GOD may well be bold, 

And ſtrongeſt faith ſhall greateft things behold , 
Loet faith rely, tho ſenſe can't comprehend, 
| GOD will fulfil HIS promiſe in the end. 


| To all the gollly 1 appeal — 0 . 
625. Have you not found, that in a troublous day, 
'Tavas good to hope and quietly to avait 
For GOD's deliv'rance from the foreſt tina; 
And when ye cou'd to quiet truſt attain, 
Ye never waited for the LORD in vain; 


530. And in the end ye had no cauſe of grief, 


: FIG ye retus'd to yield to unbelief? 


Nor ever was a Reese iſſue known, 
Than when your help lay on the word alone; 
Nor had in trouble plainer outgate thence, 


63, 5. Than when faith molt was vs d, and leaft of ſenſe 


e | Believe in en par Oct, þ Sell you | 


te efbabli iſhed ; beliere 1s prophets, fo ſpall ye proſper. Pſaim cxii. 


7: 8. He ſhall not be af. id of evil tidings ; his beart is fixed, truſting 
in Je Hava H. Is beirt is of Bliſhed be ſþull not be »fvoid until be fee 


bis defire on his enemys. Ife, xxx. 15, lt quietneſs and conficlence ſpall 


be your flrength, John i. 50. Believeft thou ? thou ſhall ſee greater : 


When 
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When in the mercy, much of GOD was ſeen, | 
And little of the creature was therein: 
When in the loweſt plunge, and ye cou'd ſee 
No means by which ye might deliver'd be; 
640. But boldly ventur'd all upon the word, 


And caſt yourſelves and burdens on the LORD: 


Then have your troubles ſurely been remov'd, 


And you JeHoVaHs „ have prov'd. 


Nay, true believers may with juſtice ſay, 


645. When ſeeming mountains lay acroſs their ways 


In foreſt ſtraits, and difficulties great, _ 
Which at the firſt might many fears create: 
Tue tempeſt ſhook their faith; but in the wow, EY 
To make it take a deeper root did tend; © 
' 630, And tho? they ſeem'd to loſe their hold, at laſt 
It made them better hold the promiſe faſt. 


What ſeem'd at firſt to make their caſe moſt fad, 


In the long-run a good effect has had; 
And all concurr'd to open out a way, 
. 6 55+ That GOD HIS fahfulneſs might more edifplay. 


| Their greateſt ventures wo 4 nebel gain; : 


Giving moſt out, has brought moſt in again. 
And oft they know their richeſt treaſure hath | 
| Follow'd the moſt advent'rous acts of faith: 
660. Yea, on an after-reck' ning, have they found, 
_ Faith by a faithful GOD has well been crown a; 
Inſtead of having reaſon to repent, 
When lite Wat and credit, all they lent ; * 


And 
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And riſk'd them all for GOD, they were repay'd, 
665. And thereby, even for this world, were Made. 


Yea, where he moſt b. to faith has hack a friend, 
_ Faith moſt the ſaint befriended in the end; 
| His ſtanding to the credit of the word, 
Was plainly taken kindly by the LORD. | 


670. When for the promiſe he reſolv'd to ſtay, 


In ſpite of all that unbelief cou'd ſay, 
His GOD has caus'd him in the end to ſee 
That thoſe who honor HIM, ſhall honor'd be, 
So when brave Caleb, hearty for his GOD, 


675. The unbelieving Iſraelites withſtood, 


And boldly to the battle did exhort, 
| Contrary to the other ſpys report, 
The citys of the dreaded Anakim 
Were * as an inheritance to him. 


680. Believing will make way for ſenſe; and thoſe 
Who with the naked word of promiſe cloſe, 
The ſealings of the SPIRIT oft enjoy, 
Whoſe witneſs fills the ſoul with heav*nly | joy: 
When they by faith cou'd on the promiſe reſt, 


| 68 5. Tranquility divine their hearts poſſeſt ; 


The promiſe calm'd their agitated minds, 


so reſts the tr — needle when the 1c pole it finds, 


Their foi diſappointments, i in the end, 
Shall only to the ſaints advantage tend; 


| 690. When they not barely as they hop'd 1 | 


But far beyond whatc'cr they cou'd conceive: 


7 


28 Tur FAITHFULNESS | or GOD. 


Yea, they by fr equent trial find indeed, 
GOD never is too late in time of need; 
For tho' the viſion ſeem to tarry late, 
695. Twill never baulk the ſouls that for it wait. 


Truſting the word vas never to the ſaints 
The ground of their reflections or complaints. 
Never cou'd they, nor others of them, ſay, 
They truſted GOD, who caſt their hopes away; 
700. All left this witneſs, who the word have try d, 
And on it in the ſaddeſt hour rely'd. 


l None after them need ever be afraid, 

( TE Leſt GOD ſhou'd fail to do as HE has fay'd: | 
q IIhro' faith they ſafely thro? the ſtorm have ſail' d, 5 
| ; 70 5 Where 8 and carnal reaſon muſt have Fail d. | 
ny 4 | 1 I wou'd now adduce *, 8 

] Which to the Chriſtian is of conſtant uſe ; 

1 On which the generation of the juſt 


Have ever plac'd their unconfounded truſt. 
710. The word divine does certainly declare, 
|  JeHol all is a GOD that heareth pray'r; 
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* Phil, iv. 6. Be careful for nothing : but in every thing, by prayer 
and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your requeſt be made known unto 
GOD. Pſalm xxxii, 6, For this ſpall every one that is godly pray unto 
"THEE in a time wwhen thou mayeſt be found: ſurely in the foods of great 
Waters, they ſhall not come nigh unte bim. Pſalm Ixv. 2. 0 THrov, 
who beareſt prayer ! unto THEE ſhall all fleſh come. Pſalm xci. 1 5 

He ſhall call upon me, and Till an awer Bim; 1 will be with A i in trou- 
Bie; Iwill deli ver bim, and boner bim. 
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72 25. It was to them indeed a throne of grace, 


IN nis WORD Evincer, 29 


Who ever anſwers when H1s people cry, 
And is to all that call upon HIM nigh. 
None yet in earneſt did religion mind, 


715. But they this word's accompliſhment did find. 


O! if thy wretched ſoul, poor ſcoffer, were 
In his ſoul's ſtead, whom thou may'ft ſcorn and jeer, 
Whoſe ev'ning ſighs GOD turns to morning joys, 
Then wou'dſt thou know what pleaſures he enjoys, 
720, Thou wou'dſt the end of all his wreſtlings ſee, 
And know his raptures no —— be! 


Such know, when oft they have with Hannah gone, 
In bitterneſs of ſpirit to the throne, 
A ſenſible and wond'rous change took place, 


Whence they returned in a diff rent caſe, 
Vea frequently has it been known, when they, 
Struggling with deadneſs, have begun to pray, 
Their ſore diſtemper has been ſoon remoy'd, | 


7 30. A bleſſed alteration they have prov'd. 


The SPIRIT, like a ſudden gale, has blown, 
And they have then a bleſſed ſeaſon known: 
Their burden off their lightned back did roll; 
Serenity o'erſpread the troubled foul : 
735. Their frozen paſſions thaw'd, their tongues unchain d, 
All now was tender, calm, and unreſtrain d. 


"Whan thus in pray r alter cou'd abound, 
1 hey have a favorable crifis unc! 


Acceſs 


P b ies 3 

8 
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30 Tar FAITHFULNESS or GOD | 


| Acceſs thus given t6 the throne divine, h 


740. Was of begun deliverance a ſign. 


When GOD with arguments their mouths did fin, 
And gave them praying liberty and ſkill; 
This (howfoever ſorrowful their caſe) 
An earneſt of a farther anſvrer was : | 
745. And when the LORD did thus their hearts pripare, 
Hx ever did incline urs ear to denn. 5 


Vea, when dark elouds did all their ſouls furround, 


Their ſkys oft clear'd have true believers found; 
And while they pray'd, have had forebodings kind, 
7 50. That GOD to take their ſuit in hand deſign” d: | 
p And fo perſuaded were that he wou'd grant 
Their hearts deſire, and give them all they want, 


That they cou'd wait till GOD deliv'rance brought, 905 


| And, ere the * Was . 25 * yr ate | 


75s 5. When they' ve been much! in pray' r, then muſt they | 


own, 
Has been the time their fouls the moſt have grown; . 
Their graces flour iſh d, joy fill'd all their breaſt, 
Of all their days the ſweeteſt theſe and beſt; 
Ihe candle of FeHoVaH round them ſhone, 
760. His deww lay thick their blooming branches on, 
So have they found the life divine decay, : 
When from the throne of grace they kept away; ; 
And when they did a praying ſpirit lack, 
T7 heir joys, weir e their ev ry thin ng \ went back. 


Theſe 


a 
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1n AIs WORD Evixezp. 31 


765, Theſe oft have found, when in ſome woublous caſe, 
No hope was left but from a throne of grace. 
Thither they went, and there their GOD did meet, 
Who ſent deliv'rance ſeas'nable and ſweet, | 

. Their choiceſt times of pray'r have been * | 
770. The beſt and ſweeteſt times of all their ces 3 
. Nor ever did a matter badly end, 5 
Which they to GOD by pray'r cou'd FOES} 
However helpleſs might the caſe appear, 
If left with GOD, they had no eauſe to fear, 


5775. *Tis not in vain, as praying men have known, 
- To follow out their ſuit before the throne. 
Even in temp'rals, have they known full well, 
Their Friend above doth all their friends excel; 
And that whatever may have been their need, 
780. Int'reſt in heav'n's the ſureſt way to ſpeed, 
And does all worldly int'relt far exceed. 
Some ſeek to nobles, or an earthly king, 
But tis the LORD determines ev'ry thing. 


Quiet on waiting in the uſe of means, 
785. With fervent pray'r, an happy iſſue gains; 
And often carrys comfor tably thro, 
Where carnal policy wou'd never do: 
Much care and many ſhifts have often fail'd, 
Where the Poor Chriſtian 00 IE pray'r he d. 
790. T 4 ſaints have known fone fad judicial times, 


When the LORD has, in chaſtiſement for crimes, 


e 


Laid 


Tes PAITHFULNESS or GOD 


Laid an embargo on them, as it were, 
A fore and ſenſible reftraint in pray'r. 
So alſo they ſome better ſeaſons find, 


795. When by the LORD ſome bleſſing was deſign'd, 


Either deliv'rance to the church to ſend, + 

Or to themſelves, their family, or friends ; ; 

When GOD pour'd down a praying ſpirit fo, 
That thus they might th' approach of mercy know. 


\ 


| 800. Vea, in ſome caſes muſt the ſaints confeſs, -  - 


When they in trouble did the LORD addreſs, 
A day of ſolemn pray'r has plainly been 
To be the day of their deliv'rance ſeen; 

Thence they might date ſome manifeſt return „ 


30 5. As both themſelves and others — diſcern, 8 


The interceſſion of HIS own elect _ 
Has had with GOD a viſible ele. 


And I may add, that molt e experienc 4 flirts | 
So ſurely know GOD anſwers their complaints, 


a $10. And even that in ſuch and ſuch a caſe; 


They found deliv” rance at a throne of grace; 
They can with confidence adventure nigh, 
And thence for ev'ry want can ſeek ſupply; _ 
Their greateſt and their leaſt concerns commend 


| $15. Freely to Him, as to a boſom friend: 


By frequent trials can they ſurely tell, 
That fervent pray'r will ever anſwer well; 
His word of promiſe GOD will never break, 
Their hearts ſhall live that to FeHoVaH fd. 


Wo 


| | IN HIS WORD Evrincev? 33 | 
320. Two inflances are prov'd — Attend a THIRD, | 


True is the promiſe of the ſacred word *, 
That GOD avill pour HIS SPIRIT on his fred, 
Who ſhall within them davell in very deed, 
This word's accompliſhment is manifeſt, 
82 5. As all the real ſons of GOD atteſt; 
And who a ſtranger to the SPIRIT is, 
JESUS declares he can be none of HIS. 
Men might the ſun-ſhine and its warmth deny, 
While they enlightned are and warm'd ther eby, 
$30. As ſoon as theſe the SPIRIT's influence 
' Diſpute, who of ufs grace have had a ſenſe, 
 Their-heav'nly walk, Who, by the SPIRIT * 8 led, 
Daily the paths of new obedience tread; _ 
As plain a witneſs to this promiſe gives, 


| That vhich cond work ſo tt a 8 


= | Give them to oye ages once "wy _— fo ſrrange; 5 


* Iſa, he 21, As 155 ME, this is MY 8 8 ſaith the 
LORD, My SPIRIT that is upon THEE, and MY words which I bave 
put in THY mautb, fall not depart out of Tav mouth, nor out of the | 
Þ mth of Thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of THY ſeeds ſeed, ſaith the 
. LORD, from benceforth and for ever, John xiv, 16, 17, And I will 
pray the FATHER, and H ſhall give you another e oM or ER, that 


He may ebide with you fer ever: the SPIRIT of truth, whom the *vorld 
cannot receive, beceuſe it ſeeth HIM nat; neither know HIM: but ye 


know HIM, for HE devellerh i in ycu, and ſhall be in you. | Luke XXIV. 


49 And bebold, I ſend you the pROMISE of the FATHER, &c, Rom. 


Vi, 16. The SPIRIT n1MSELF bearcth Witne $ WWirh cur i bat 


zwe are the $01dren of GOD, 
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3+ Tz FAITHFULNESS or GOD 


Give life towards 'GoD, to thoſe who once were in | 
A ſtate of death'i in treſpaſſes and fin; 


2340. Can raiſe ſo near to heav'n an earthly clod, 


To hope for things unſeen, commune with GOD: 
$0 that above their fellowſhip ſhou'd be, 

| White on the earth is their abode we ſee; 

Their ſouls creating as it were anew, 


That which can make their inclinations tend 
To different objects and a diff rent end; 
That which cou'd ſo renew the human mind, 
So that more ſweetneſs now the ſoul ſhou'd find, 

2 50. In the good ways of JESUS CHRIST, than in 
All the poor pleaſures of a life of ſinz | 
Yea, love the Law, and all their luſts renounce, 
Tho' theſe'they loud, and that they hated once: 
Dat can't imagination be, but there 


2 35. Muſt GOD's own finger 1 N appear. 8 


can that of which they or once were ignorant, 6 Y 
Till GOD the knowledge of HIMSELF did grant; 


Nor knew, excepting by report at moſt, 
Whether there were or not an HOLY GHOST; 


360. Til being born again, and brought into 


Another ee to them entirely new, | 
And brought from darkneſs into wond'rous light ? 
They know they once were blind, but now have ſi 3 
Can this deluſion be? or is not this? 


36 5. A proof how true the word of promiſe is? 


|| 


in nis WORD Evivcer. 35 


"Tis farely' this alone that ean produce, 
At diff rent times, ſuch very diff rent views 
Both of GOD's word and works; nor elſe can we 
| Account for ſuch an inequality, os 
370. That ſometimes ſhou'd the word: ſo:glorious: _ bh 
At others bela common thing with them: e 
The word 's the ſame; but here the diff"rence lies, | 
They cannot ſee: till He anoint their eyes. 
ente may the ſeriptures now be full of light, 
375. And by and by be all involved im night: 
Sometimes they ſee the wonders of the La ;; 
Sometimes the word cannot delight nor awe: 
At times the Bible isa Rp, N 
Act others all in open day reveal'd. 
380. This no deluſion is, buvplainly mews 5 
1 he faint his light to > GOD the SPIRIT owes, » 


What but the SPIRIT's graciousinfluence, 
Can give ſuch liberty and confidence, 
When the believer ta his GOD draus near, | 

28 5. After ſore bondage and diſtreſſing fear! 
CEO.uan raiſe the ſaints at times ſo far above | 
Their common frames, as they and others prove bk 
They feel their boſoms in an heav'nly flame, 
Others are warm'd and quicken!d:by:the ſame. 
390. O with what ſavor have they ſometimes: pray d, 
Taaugnt and aſſiſted by the SPIRIT's aid! 
| Their hearts 419 ſoul - reviving power felt, 
His grace it was that made their boſomsanelt; 
| Its ſweet effe&ts:might even hearers tell, 
'Tis Þ 895. lt did al human eloquence excel. 8 
| D 2 Whence 
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: 92 5. Sure t tis this SPIRIT, bake in e y ye find, 


36 Tax FAITHFULNESs or O 


Whence then at diff rent times ſo vaſt an odds, 
| Surely this heart attracting pow'r was GOD's! 


| This too in hearing makes adiff*rence ſtrange, 
Then oft the SPIRIT works a ſudden change. 
goo. Fire falling from above the ſaints have known, 
When they had been as ſenſeleſs as a ſtone; | 
The melting word made all their boſoms glow, _ 
- 
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And, like a torrent, tow'rds the SAVIOR flow; 
Such heay* nly raptures none but ſaints can know. 


go. How ſweet the ſound of their Beloved's voice! 


They ſuck the honey, and their hearts rejoice. | 

Alas, it has not always ſuch a ſound, 

To make their very hearts within them bound: =. 
They think the time now flys too ſwift away, 5 g 9 


5 910. And cou'd for ever in the temple bays: 


. Otis good being here! ye lufts be flill, : 
| Nor make my LORD depart until HE will.” © - 
Saints! ye ſuch times have known, then anſwer ye, - 
Can this a fancy or eragon bo?” - $ 


| 94 


Can bring the promiſes into your mind, . 
And with ſuch ſatisfying pow'r imprese = 77 
Words ſo agreeing with your preſent caſe, | 

5 85 give moſt ſenkble — preſent eaſe, 94 


920. | | What i is it elſe that can the word ſet home, | 


And cauſe it with ſuch unknown pow'r to come; 
Revealing all mens ſecrets by the word, | 
And making it the candle of the LORD); 

1 : Wherteby 


IN HIS WORD Evixcep. 1 37 


Whey Weir hearts i into this ſight are brought, 
925˙ _ PRO out _ ev 7 imo thought? 


. Sure it is HE alone, who can reveal 

2 So ſweetly to the Chriſtian, and ſo plainly ſeal 
His intereſt in the dear Redeemer's love, 

And this in ſpite of all objections prove. 

930. HE can turn midnight into noonday Bent; 

i He can put owl-ey'd unbelief to flight: 
His word can in the ſoul a calm create, 

| Demonltring the ſaint's moſt happy ſtate, 


aL Eg 


E Th can an 1 army of objeQions rout, 
| 53 5: - filence ev'ry riſing fear and doubt; 
: Beyond all human arguments evince 
To the poor ſoul the pardon of his ſins : 
KF One word from Him will raiſe from black deſpair, 7 | 
7 : And give ſuch peace as worldlings never ſhare. | 


940. This can ks ap in the ſoul abound, 
When ev ry thing afflictive ſeems around, 
Nor ſenſe can for it ſee apparent ground, 
Hs ſkill not only makes this joy to riſe 
From nothing, but from even contrarys; 
945. When ſenſe not only ſees no ground for j joy, 
But much diſcerns that comfort to deſtroy: 
Surely is 7his Hrs mighty power alone, 
Who ee forth water from the dry jaw-bone * . "Y 
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1 . Jodges 3 19. 
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This promis d SPIRIT only can beſtow, 
9550. Foretaſtes of glory on the ſaints below, 
And give the ſoul ſo raviſhing a glance 
Of the celeſtial inheritance, | 
So that: at times they hardly cond: Waben 
To ſing for joy in hopes of ſinging there 
5 55+ (Not the ten thouſand cow'd ſo raptur d be, 
Who on mount Tecqua ſhouted: out, . The ſea” * 
Hx ſo at times to them their GOD diſplays, 
Their ſouls are dazzled with His burning rays; | 
They wiewwith wonder all urs glorys o'er, 
: 960. 5 And think they only heard of Hin before. 


This Diner who in the LORD  believ 4. 
At certain times ſo ſenſibly receiv d; 1 
Not only then their ſouls were fill'd with praiſe) 
hurt ſcaree they loſt the reliſh all their days. 
2 5. This cou d the once · diſcourag d martyr make, 
He's come, he's come,” to cry out at the ſtake: 
Sure this is HIM, whom JESUS faid HR d ſend, 
To tarry with Ars people to the end 
n meets them in the way of duty: ſtill, 
5 970. And d doth the e with confolution nn 


This cannot be a fancy, which, when gone, os : } 
'T he want hereof ſo makes the Chriſtian groan; 1 
Without which ev'ry duty is a taſk, i 
. rn Aubaus the! fant for aught aright to aſk . © 
B | | In ; 2] 
7 3 * Fee Rollin' 1 Hikes, al, iv. p. 416. | : 


T Rom, vil, 26, Litewiſe the SPIRIT alſo bepeh cur + infemitys : 
| ft 


975. In vain they row or ſpread their empty fail, 


ix HIS WORD Evixczo. 


Without the SPIRIT*s ſoul-enliv'ning gale; 
If Hz from them withdraw 1s heav nly light, 
| Darkneſs ſurrounds their ſouls, and all is night, 
And all that know the LORD will freely ſay, 
980. Nothing can chear the heart when Hr s away. 
Duty omitted, or one ſin allow 
Will make the COMFORTER U1s face to ſhroud. 
When He is griev'd, and doth ms joys deny, 
No worldly pleaſure can the loſs ſupply : 
98 5: And tho' not ev'ry ſaint acquainted be, 
With mts ſweet ſealings in the like degreey 
None born of GOD can be content, unleſs 
He do the SPIRI T's witneſſing poſſeſs. 
Thus much hereof they all can ſurely tell, 
9 990. As makes them wiſh HIM in their hearts to dwell; 
And tho? they may not always know HE" 8 there, 
The tokens of His work in them apper?: 
Chear up, poor ſoul, HE will His work complete, 
And Satan's oppolition all n. 


2-4 


995. A FOURT H ſweet promiſe let us now benen, 


GOD ſays HE'll . HIS Reer in the Way ® 3 
5 ann 


| = for We ns not what We halle pray for en as Toe ie ought; but the SPIRIT | 
HIMSELP maketh er, for us, with greening! unutterable, 8 


* Pſalm xxxvii. 5. Commit thy way unto the LORD, truſt ad 5 in 


. nin, and nE ſhall bring it to paſs, Pſalm xxv. 9. The meek will 
ux teach HIS we, Ver. * Tbe jou of 40 LORD is with them 
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Whoſoever to Him doth his way commit, 
HE «v/ll aſſuredly accompliſh it: 
HE ww#th Hs counſel guides His dear elect, 
1000. And in the way of life their feet directs. 
From ſtrengib to firength 1s people ſhall proceed, 
His word ſhall light them, and His SPIRIT lead: 
All who made conſcience GOD herein to own, 
Have the fulfilment of this promiſe known 
100 5. And when they ſought direction from the LORD, 
H was their guide, N to H1S word. 


Ves, have they N to truſt with GOD their caſe, | 


And give the LORD the guiding of their hen and 
In trouble, was a better method far, 


: 1010. Than over-much anxiety and care; 


The LORD moſt ſurely their deſigns did bleſs, - 
And crown d their undertakin gs with ſucceſs, 


5 1 W 3 they to gue in trouble ſought, 
'T hey thro? the trial were with comfort brought: 
101 8. And never to repent a ſaint was known, 
Who ſought the will of GOD before his own; 3 
| Who kept unto the way of duty cloſe, N 
Altho' _—_ a 155 might — 1 55 


Nano whe” on n GOD with arion did wait, 


| 1020, Were left by HIM uncounſell'd i in a ſtrait | 


that 1 and ur i 3 HIS covenant, 2 Pſalm lexiii, | 
24. Twov foal, guide nie with 7 THY Len, ond after receive me to 
20. | 
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in 81s WORD Evincer, 41 


Who ſought direction with a ſingle eye, 
Were in the path of duty led thereby: 
If at a loſs, twas not for want of light, 
So much as of an heart to follow it. 
1025. For all the faints by ſure experience find, 
600 leaves them not when to AIs will reſign'd. 


Thoſe who will follow the command divine, 
The light of GOD ſhall round their footſteps ſhine; 
And when the ſaint his duty ſeeks to know, 
1030. GOD plainly will the path of duty ſhow. 


Believers know it never was in vain 


To ſeek by pray'r direction to attain, 
When they have made enquiry of the LORD, 


x ſolv'd their doubts, and taught them by HIS word; ; 
103 5. Which word HE did as ſuitably apply, 


As if HIS \ voice e addreſs'd them from on r 


This wed fulfill the ſaints have often view * 
They know the promiſe will not them delude: ; 
Tis no enthuſiaſtic whim, they find, 


1040, GOD does enlighten and impreſs the _ 4 b 


Teaches their reins; and, with a mighty hand, 
Inſtructs His people into His command, 
This, by its manner and its tendency, _ 
May from deceptions well diſtinguiſh'd be: 


704: 5. And likewiſe moſt effabliſh'd ſaints have known 


| (Whom GOD was pleas'd for greateſt uſe to own) 
That when ſome ſpecial work before them lay, 
With ſpecial light the LORD mark d out their way. 


The 
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4% Tay. FAITHFUENRSS, or GOD 


The hand divine has. likewiſe often been, 
10 go. In keeping back from paths of error ſeen, 5 
By providences counted then ſevere, | 1. 
Keeping from what wou'd ſoon. have coſt them dear; 32 
Or, overruling by Muls pow'r the mind, | * 

To turn it from the track it firſt deſign'd " 


| " 5. But vw thay did the mind of GOD conſult, | A 
Thence did proſperity and eaſe reſult: _ = 
When it appear'd. that Hz their way approv d, 5 . 
_ How were. obſtructions fenſibly remov d! | 5 7 
Vea, wind and tide did ſo together join, - 
0 robo. As made them + to confeld' a hand Airine. 5 | 


FIBTHLY, "Tis written in the ſacred word, 
There ſurely. is forgiveneſs with the LORD *: = 
In Him let ev'ry humbled ſinner truſt, 1 ES 
For Hg can juflify, and yet be juſt. | 

z065. And whom the SPIRIT fully doth convince, EE 
Pyue blood of CHRIS ſhall cleanſe from all their fi 1. 85 
O did not GOD this bleſſed book indite, 5 
Which ſhews how righteouſneſs and peace unite? 
“ Mighty ZeHol/aH!” well may ſinners cry, 

3070. % Who paſſeſt THINE eleR's trarſerefſions by!” 


„ Micah vii. 18. . Who is a god like unto THEE, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and paſſeth by the tran{greſſion of the remnant of n18 beritage ? 
H retaineth not n Is anger. for ever, becauſe E delighteth in mercy. 
Jer. Axxi. 34. I will forgive. their iniquity, and I will remember their | 
fin no more. Iſa. xhili. 25. I, even I, om uE that blotteth out THY 5 
 5ranſgreſſions for, mine aun juke, ond will not remember thy fins, { 
9 „55 „„ 
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in nis WORD Rvincm. 4 


$ What god beſides, is there a god like rn, 
1 | Who, while Hz pardons, ſtill can righteous: bel; 
0 Who waſt auell pleaſed to bruiſe HINE only SON, 
Whom THOU hadſt laid THY, peoples Aus upon; 
107 5. That in thoſe ſtreams, which from Hs wounds did flow, 
5 Might crimſon ſouls become as white as, lu. 
15 Toe didſt the Surety's payment full receive, 
7 And juſtly pard'neſt all who do, believe. ec 
8 ” 8 Tay SPIRIT does his pard'ning blood apply, — 
. 1080. And clears the conſcience like a clouded ſky, — 
Ihhat on the ſoul, with luſtre all divine, 
35 Ixsvs, the ſun of righteouſneſs, may ſhine. 
| All ſaints this record's truth. can witneſs to, 
But can't deſcribe the peace that did enſue: 
95 108 5 . When pard'ning mercy ſhone upon their ſouls, 
| E | Joy made their hearts like overflowing bowls; 3 
I])6ĩeir very bones might ſing in extaly, 
* nag pardon, who FI, * 0 RB“ 
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"Tis tne fonciwanals.s 18 mak 3 known, 
2 925 But for a ſenſe thereof the ſaint may groan; 
Not all whoſe fins above remitted: are, — 
A ſenſe thereof in their own. boſome bear 
$ Vet in due time the SPIRIT will atteſt, 7 
5 And ſeal forgiveneſs in the doubting breaſt; 
1095. HE waits Hs time nas grace to manifeſt. 


5 And, O! tis ſure, when once the ſou] is brought 
F Tao ſee his righteouſneſs is good for nought; 
2 To look to Him who for His people dy'd, 
And ſeek forgiveneſs in 41s wounded fide, 
DT TE? "Tis 


4 Tan: FAITHFULNESS or GOD 


1100. 'Tis ſeldom that the SPIRIT long delays, 
Fre Hnx the pard' ning love of CHRIST diſplays ; 
And the he may that ſenſe of pardon loſe, 
That ſenſe of pardon HE again renews. 
And all believers can atteſt and ſeal, 
1105. When they did manifeſted pardon feel, 
This declaration ſweet, of love divine, 
Did chear their hearts beyond the richeſt wine; 
Nor cou'd a cordial chear the ſick or faint, 
oY much as this revive the drooping: faint. 5 


1110. were fach that 3 this but in their eas 5 
To whoſe rack' d conſcience GOD has ſpoken peace, 
Then they wou'd know how real are the joys, 
Tz he FOR N tells them = _— | 


The ſaints experience many proofs afford, 
111 5. . How true the record of the ſacred word; 
In this and that, we may alike conjoin d, 
Diſcover'd pardon and repentance find. 
While they kept ſilence, have they oft confeſt, 
Their bones were troubled, and they cou'd not reſt; 


1122 20. But when they once were brought before the throne, 


There to the LORD their guiltineſs to own, 1 
This like the cooling of a fever was, 
And oft was follow'd by immediate eaſe. | 


Tt cannot fancy be, which they have found, 


| 112 5 Cou'd cure the ſoul of ſuch a rankling wound; 


A wounded ſpirit who can bear to feel? Ip 
That wound not all the world cou'd ever heal, 


That 


L 
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That pain can no diverſion drive away, 
That grief no muſic ever can allay: 


1130. In vain th attempt of earthly pleaſures all, 


One drop of wrath wou'd turn em into gall. 
The heart-felt wrath of an incenſed GOD, 
Can nothing cure but the Redeemer's blood; 
This, by the SPIRIT to the ſoul apply'd, 
1135. Gives caſe immediate, as the ſaints have try*d. 
O] when a reconciled GOD has ſhone : 
With Ulis bleſt beams the troubled ſoul upon, 
One warming look of His ſweet ſmiling face, 
One taſte of His unſearchable free grace, 
7 140, Has, like a ſov'reign cordial, chear'd the heart, 
| And eas 'd the n conſcience 971 its ſmart. 5 


That PREY is no 1 which; none can command, 1 
No more than reach the heavens with his hand, g 
Jo free the ſun from intervening miſts, 


2145. Or cauſe the wind to blow but when it liſts; 


Which moral arguments cannot produce, 
Nor all the means which human wit can uſe; 
Nay, tho' on paſt experience they reflect, 

It cannot this ſweet ſenſe again effect: 

1150, Nor can the letter of the written word, 7 
nleſs apply'd, this heav'nly joy afford. 

In vain they look the doubled pages o'er, 
The promiſes that were ſo ſweet before, 

Are taſteleſs as the white of eggs, until 

11559 he SpIRIT's breath the word with comfort fill: 

Tis by. nis light the ground of comfort 's ſeen; 

T'is by Hls help that we rejoice therein, 


That 
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That muſt be no delufion, which can quell : 
Their greateſt, mdſt diſtreſſing fears, fo well; 
1160. And give them on the back of theſe to ** | 
1 Mioſt fenfible diſeoveries of love: N 
So that ſometimes their higheſt flood came on, 
Juſt after they the loweſt ebb had known; 
Which made them with a joyful ſhame revoke, 
1 165. What lately jealoufy and fear had ſpoke. 
The ſaint himſelf the happy change admir'd, 
And wond'ring gratitude the cauſe enquir'd 
Whence now their hearts ſo chearful were od A light, 
Which were fo crufh'd-and'broken yeſternight? 
x I yo Arid'aſk'd,whatwond'rons' power cou'd it be, 
N #word u 1 The troubled frat. 
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This eiae xe a bleſt W came, 
When they had been mia backſliding frame; 
An ane eee, from their GOD, 
2 17 5. . When they, at ,, look'd only for a rod; 
And ſcaree knew how to HIM to venture in, 
Or where in their ſad ſtory to begin. 
They trembling to the throne of grace drew near, 
And got a diſappointment to their fear: 
1180. Off from their feet did GOD their fetters knock, 
And plac'd them firmly on a ſolid rock; 
Celeſtial pleaſure made their ſouls to laugh, 
And they were feaſted on the fatted calf. _ 
What with ſo plain an in ward voice can ek, 
: 1185; Can on the ſoul ſo ſtrong impreſſion make; 
A fatisfying ſenſe of love impart, 


Diſcov'ring to the {oul FeHoYV alli heart ? 1 
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What can with ſuch convincing power deelare, 
To the poor ſaint, 1 Thy fins forgiven are,” 

1190. Can no delufion be; ſince it affords 

An evidence beyond the pow'r of words: 
And for a ſeaſon ſuch aſſurance gives, 

That not more furely does he know he lives; 

Yea, often finds he then can doubt, no more 

1195. Than he was able to believe before. | 
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*Tis no deluſion makes them to draw near 
The throne of grace, ſo freed from ſlaviſh fear; 
And gives ſuch liberty and bold acceſs, 
As if beforehand certain of ſucceſs, 
1200. It muſt the SPIRIT of adoption be, 
That can from former bondage fo ſet free, 
1 And ſo deliver from that thraldom fad, 
Which their backſlidings brought upon them had, f 
FPea, this bleſt conſequence is not alone 
1205. Felt by themſelves, tis oft to others ſhown, 
Wbile they cannot the bleſſed change oer | 
Fae But by their looks * an joy _— 


. 8 the fins | in ey” "ry age a 
z | They” ve known a joy that cannot be expreſs'd? 
ff 1210, A. glorious joy, which, tho' it ſtay d not long, 
| | Whil i it continu'd was ſo ſweet and ſtrong, 
= Their ſouls were raviſh'd with the SAVIOR'S love, 
5 And had a foretaſte of the bliſs above: e: 
| T hey view'd the land of. promiſe with delight, | 
1215. And of their int'reſt in it had a ſight, 
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43 Tas FAITHFULNESS or GOD 


Such as conſtrain'd them joyfully to ſing, 
And long for that fair country to take wing. 


_ That is no fancy, tho' men think it ſtrange, 
Which to an heav'n the poor man's hell can change, 
1220, >. Tis no deluſion which does ſo accord, 
And harmonize exactly with the word; 
Which gives the Chriſtian ſuch ſweet peace to know, 
After the law had ſhook his conſcience ſo; 
Can make his outward lot ſo very ſweet, 


122 5. When the believer ſcarce has bread to eat ; 


Can make him triumph over the wrath of man, 
Sing in a dungeon, and rejoice in pain; 3 
Make him, when want external him ſurrounds, 
To count that he has all things, and abounds ; "5 


| 1230. Can make him perſecution to embrace, 


And look grim death with courage in the face, | 
No fancy can a difference ſo great, 4 
: Between the Cholbes and, himſelf create. 


Mw a SIXTH on to BR godly ads. 7; 
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„ Pſalm 5 Till be with bim in trauble, Ils. xiii, 2. When 


T thou paſſe through the eaters, I am with thee; and through the rivers, 
: they foall not overflow thee ; 20ben thou wwalkeſt through the fire, thou fpalt 
not be burnt, neither ſpall the flame kindle upon thee, Ifa, xli. 17. When 
the poor and needy ſeek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth fur 
_ #hirſt, I the LORD will hear them, I the GOD of Iſrael will not forſake 
them, Ia, xlix. 14, 15. But Zion bath ſaid, Je Ho bath forſaken 
me, and my LORD bath Jorgotien ® me. Can a Woman forget ber ſucking 
| child, 
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win own H15 people, all their charges pay, 
And give Hs preſence in a ſuff ring day. 
0 When the deep waters compaſs them around, 
' HE holds their heads vp, they ſhall not be drown' d; 
- | 49: When in the fire, x will be with them there, 
4 Without HIS leave the fire can't ſinge an hair ; 
Tho' to their jaws their tongue for thirſt ſhou'd cleave, 
Then will a faithful GOD Els ſaints relieve. - 
Yea, tho'a woman might her child forſake, 
1245. The LORD His covenant will never break: - 
In time of trouble they to HiM may fly... 
Nor ns the ne. floods to mow come a 
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„ This dana all the wines bear witneſs to, 

— Their bleſt experience proves it to be true, 
12 $0. What heav'nly comforts do they oft poſſeſs, 

When the LORD meets them in the wilderneſs t 1 

We a great cloud of witneſſes might bring, 
Who underneath the croſs were made to ſing z 

| Yea, has their fame and ſavor gone abroad, 
1255, Thro' all the churches of the living GOD. 
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child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the fruit of her womb 9 yea, 
they may forget, yet I vill not forget thee, Pſalm ix. 9. FeHoYVat lo 
will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of trouble, IIa. li. 
12. I, even I, am HE that comferteth you s who art thou, that cu 
ſpouldeſ be afraid of man that ſhall die, or the ſon of man that ſboli be 
as graſs. Iſa, liv. 17, No weapon thet is formed againſt thee hail. 
Projpers 1 ” EY *** 


* 
8 


Y 
* 
5 
Ee þ 
5 
E 
2 * 
ITS, 
Sg 
2p v4 
7 
3 4) 
"I 
4 
5 
* 
he” 
% 
ö 


> 
L 
* 
2 n * 2 2 A * a 2 "IF? 4 n 4 POLE 
- * < - 7 — 2 * =" 2 - 4 * * 2 741 r 2 8 
— AE ae > 4- o — IO 1 . L * — a . CI” + 1 
EEE * 2 ena . y 


Ee 


* — 1 
8 8 2 
* 2 


"£1 Hoſea i ll, 1 1 5: 


58 Taz FAITHFULNESS of GOD 
If all was told that ſuff ring ſaints have known, 
And all theirpris'n experiences wrote down, | 
O what a marvelous account *twou'd be! 
| O what a teſtimony ſhou'd we ſee! 5 
2260, All who for JESUS CHRIST have ſaffer'd, wou 4 
Declare chat HE bas 1 HIS promiſe good. 


Theſe oft have witneſs'd, tho” before they might 
Attend on ordinances with delight; 
And might before ſome fpecial ſeaſons have, 
5 126. s. When with HIM SsELF the LORD communion gave. 
Feet, O! they neuer had H1s preſence more, 
Than when the croſs upon their backs they bore: 
When in the furnace, oft did CHRIST deſcend * 
To walk there with them, as a boſom friend; 
> 370. As ſuff ring Chriſtians ſpecial comforts wart, 
The LORD will them a large a allowance . 5 
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They ſtrength from C HRIST molt fenſby have Þ 
Ws” known, Y 
When they were preſs'd the moſt depend their: own 3 
Ihhey never had leſs reaſon to complain, 
1275. Than when depriv'd of help from common means. Z 
When they were caſt on GOD's immediate care, . 
And led by H ix thro' deſarts waſte and bare, 4 
Then by experience ſaints might ſing and fay, l 
They thirſted not when in the ſultry way 5 — 
| 1280, Paſſing thro* Baca, there they dug the well T, 1 
And from above the rain to fill it fell. | 


| Zech. xiii, 9. — Dan, iii, 2 5. | t Pl, Ixxxiv, 6. | 5 
e | DE 


an WORD krete. I 
By pray'r and faith they thought to be upply d. 
Nox were they ever * this LORD _ „ 


Theſe i in a orifon have vida more 
128 5. True liberty, than cer they did before; 
. Nor ever ſweeter company have known, 
Phan when they in a dungeon were alone; + 
When HE was preſent, whom no jailor's art, 
Nor walls, nor bars, cou'd from H1s people part. 
1290. And in that day, when all things on them frown'd, 
| The preſence and the ſmiles of CHRIST they found; 
Which made their midnight anthems fweeter be, | 
Than all the ſongs of their proſperity : 
And when the deepeſt their afflictions were, 
129 5 Their conſolations chen were 1 


k 1 , A 
WWW S (( 
FF ccc ES: 4 A, V 
F RE; OE ID ena $1 Toe ce tl 
7... A eta 


* 

8 
2928 Re be - Ye 

Ne EO To ERA 


T hen to His people did the LORD afford 
: Cleareſt diſcov'rys of His bleſſed word: _ 
NT was then beſt underſtood and higheſt priz d, 
Wen they with trials ſharp were exereisd; 
A 1300, And ſanctify'd affliction oft has been 85 
Ihe beſt interpreter of ſcripture ſeen. 
The Bible to the ſaint did often look, 
In time of trouble, quite another book; 
It ſeem'd ſtill more divine than &er before, 
1 1205 5. So full, ſo ſweet, he cou'd not with for more 
Z And gave ſuch ſuitable and preſent aid, 
As if for him in this his trouble made. 


ve 


5 To the afflicted ſoul is often giv'n 
:  Aneaſy pallage and diſpatch to Reav n; | 
By Þ 5 E 2 Special 
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1310. Spetial acceſs unto the throne of grace, 

When other things have had a frowning face. 

The ſaints can witneſs that their 1 LORD, 

In ew'ry trial, well fulfils His word: 

I heir day and ftrength are equal made always , wy 
1315. Nor more than they can bear HE on them lays. 

Hs» Hays his rough wind when urs eaft-awind blows t; 
When one door 's ſhut, another open throws. 

And when the tempeſt molt 2vithout has rag'd, 
Internal ſtorms were by the LORD aſſuag'd: 

- 2340: Their inward troubles did His voice controul, | 

And heav'nly ſun-ſhine beam'd upon the ſoul ; 

When one ſore trial GOD did on them lay, 

+ OWE: from them He remor'd nb 


. True Chriſtians « can n by ſedet experience tell, 
1 32 5. . How oft they with a trial parted well: 

ZDBitter as death it was when firſt it moths. 

But, being ſanctify'd, they bleſt its cloſe ; "5 
Acknowꝛledg d freely, tho? at firſt they were 

Almoſt o'ercome with jealouſy and fear. 

2330. Their time of trial on GOD's part did prove Ip 
Attime of kindeſt and the trueſt love: | 

The ſharpeſt wounds they did from Him endure, | 
They own'd at laſt but tended to a cure; 

Vea, that ingredient which moſt bitter ſeem” d, - 
7 3 35. That circumſtance they once moſt grievous deem” ' 3 
Was that from which they afteravards have found, | 
T he moſt advantage to their ſouls radound. 


„ Deut, Iii. 2529 — + 10. ani . 
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In HIS WORD Evixcev, 


Tho- at the firſt they might not well perceive 

7 What benefit they after ſhou'd receive, 

7 1340» All croſles ſanCtify'd they find to tend 

” To ſome adyantage at the trial's end. 

The long rough ſtorm ſhall by and by be o er, 

And they well paid when once they get to ſhore : 

5 With rich experience fraught, a bleſſed load, 

5 1345. And new and ſweet diſcoverys of GOD; 

BB Aſſur' d more firmly that HIS word is truth, 

5 Of which they've had ſo manifeſt a proof. 

| They boldly ſpeak of JESUS and nts croſs; 
Who for Him venture, ſhall ſuſtain no loſs: 

1350. This may by them with boldneſs be averr d, 
fs In what my ve Fatt, not t merely what _ ve heard, 
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: The ts I adjoin, 

' _ Of ſuch as ſuffer'd in the cauſe divine. 

a When theſe ſat down to reckon up the coſt, 

b 1355. More had they gain'd by trials than they loſts 

Ss: With pleaſure they their former croſſes view'd, 

And found advantage from them all enſu'd; 

What by the croſs they gain'd, they wou'd not chuſe, | 
Much n trials to 0d, to loſe, 


x 360. 5 1 15 2 SEV NI example * wou'd 
Shew how JeHoVaH makes nis promiſe good. 
Integrity, HE ſays, HE will repay, 
And firm uprigbtneſs, in an evil day . 3 
. | DE PR Wha 


2 Plal, will. 25. With the upright man 1hou wilt ſbew vv. 
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$4 Tax FAITHFULNESS or GOD 
Who to As laws with faithfulneſs adhere, 

1365. Shall not be unrewarded even here. E 

When many troubles compaſs them about, 

The LORD will &'er them watch, and bring them out, ; 

All whoſe concern in ſuch a day has been, 9 

JT uo ke their converſation garments clean; I 

: 1370. All can atteſt how faithful is the LORD, | 5 | 
= How well is conduct anſwers to 81s word. : 4 


eſe know, tho honeſty may ſeem to fail, 
And bring them but like Joſeph to a jail, 
If they thereby were into danger brought, 
1375. It alſo with advantage brought them out T. 
: Some way or other did the LORD befriend, 
They had no room for ſorrow in the end; 
But thro' the ſtorm were ſafely brought to land, 
The LORD . d them with a- aber ad 


8 238. Bold honeſty' in true eaten cauſe, 
ven the conſcience of its foes o'erawes; = 
And leaves conviction, as we often find, 
© In ſpite of ꝓrejudice, upon the mind: 
Yea, herebyforc'd, have enemys confeſt, 
13. The ſecret approbation of their breaſts; 


SELF upright, Pal, ii. 4. Unto the uprig bt thire uriſelb light in 
darkneſs. Rev. iti. 10. Becauſe thou boſt kept ibe æbord of MY pa- 
tience, I alſo will ketp the Hum the hour of tempration"aphich ſpall come 
upon al! the wworld, to try them that dwell upon the earth, | 


7 Dan. iii. 30, 
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And honeſt men have better ſped with theſe, 
Than ſuch who thought by ſinful IN to pleaſe 1. 


Whatever danger might the ſaints 3 
This the beſt policy they always found, by 
n 390. 'The beſt expedient i in an evil day, 
| As all who try'd it reaſon have to ſay; 
A ſure advantage they at Jaſt did reap, 
Who their integrity wou'd boldly keep, 
For tho' it might the cauſe of ſuff ring be, 
239 5. It kept from worſe, as in the end * ſee. 


21 canner border ada. a W example of | this truth, 


: Which Mr. Fleming gives, p. 378. third edition of his Fu Iflling of the 
Scripture — Mr. Blair, that moſt excellent man of GOD, being for di- 


verſe years regent i in the college of Gla laſgow,, upon the report of ſome = 


ſinful oath to be preſſed upon the maſters of the college, he enquired 5 
of a fellow-regent of his, Mr, Gawin Forſyth, what he would do in 
that matter; whoſe anſwer was, © By my faith, I muſt live.” To 
whom Mr, Blair ſaid, “ Sir, I will not fevrar by my faith as you dog. 
But truly I intend to live by my faith; ; you may chooſe your oon way, but 
Iwill venture on the LORD,” That wretched man did continue (to 
| whom the matter of an oath was-a ſmall thing) after he was zone | 
dut, which is worthy of a remark, many years after Mr, Forſyth fell 
into ſuch poverty, as forced his ſupplicating the general afſembly for 


ſome relief, where worthy Mr. Blair was then made choice of to pre- 


| fide as moderator; and, upon his appearance in that deplorable caſe, 
could not help obſerving that former affair, and upon his addreſs to 
lim in private, put him in mind thereof, though with great tendgr- | 
= reg as he l. not in the leaſt to upbraid kim in his low condition, 


him ſee. he had been truly carried had by hie * at 


which hs had en ſcoffed. 
E 4 Tho! 
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Tho honeſty and true integrity, 
Benkath a cloud of dark reproach may lie, 
That cloud ſhall by and by be overpaſt, 
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KM 14 
And honeſty ſhine brighter at the „ 8 
5 1400. While faithful men have reaſon to adore 5 
The hand which will their blaſted name reſtore. 
Sometimes the LORD preventing erde 3 | L 1: 


In overruling of His peoples foes. 
Tyeſe may His wiſdom oftentimes permit, 
140 5 To let their malice run before their wit: 
Inſtead of marking where the ſaint may halt, 
They count his honeſly his greateſt fault; | 
His godlineſs i is made ſo great a crime, | . 5 
They want to mark his real failings time: | 
1410. This only point they ſpend their rage about, 
TG n the Chriſtian $ 0 bears him out. 


Such who v were e ſtedfaſt it in the cauſe divine, 
| Wou' d all in this bleſt teſtimony join: 
When their paſt ſuff*rings they at laſt ſurvey” d, 
: 341 5: The after-reck'ning this moſt pleaſant made; 
When in the eve of life they view'd the crop, 
On which, when ſown, they many tears might drop; 
Ol! then cou'd theſe with gratitude rejoice, 


That ous 0 made integrity their choice. : 
| rise "Some tryed ſaints with thankfulneſs have told, 


Of being here repay'd an hundred fold; | 
And where they willingly for CHRIST have loſt, 
R In the ſame inflance have they gain'd the moſt. 


* * 5 5 . e 27 5 
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ux nis WORD Evixced. RG 
All the ſtaunch friends of 0 CHRIST muſt 


own, | 
$42 5: Integrity has never ruined one: 
By ſome (and oft an unexpected) way, 
The LORD deliver'd in the trying day; 


And when He ſeems all other doors to „„ 


In op'ning one HIMSELF HIS {kill Hr ſhows; 
1430. When means are wanting, and the bottle's dry *, 
He R a well to e a full ſupply. 


When the LORD's glory was their hearty ; aim, 
He gave em room to evidence the fame: _ 1 
The more they awou'd, the more they cou d expend, 
1435. Who gave an heart, encouragement wou'd ſend. 
And a good conſcience, can they all atteſt, | 
Was to them better than the choiceſt feaſt, 


 EIGHTHLY, "Tis promis'd in the ſacred word, 
That ſtrength for duty will the LORD afford +; 


= Gen. xi, 15, 19. g 


4 Iſa, x. 29, 30% 31. Hr giveth poꝛber to the faint; * to als 


that bave no might, RE will multiply ſtrength, Even the youths ſpall 
Faint and be weary, and the young men ſhall utterly fall. Eut they that 


wait upon FeHoVaH, ſpall renew their ftrength ; they ſhall mount up with 


f wings as cagles; they ſhall run, and not he weary ; they ſhall walk, ard 
not faint, Pſ. exviii, 6, 14. FeHoVaH is on my ſide, I Twill not fear 
what man can do unto me: FeHoVaH is my ftrength, and my ſong, and 
ts become my | ſalvation, Pf, XXXIV, 5, They hooked unio K1M, and were > 
lightened; and ibeir feces were not «ſhamed, PL, Ixyili, 28, Thy GOD 
; hath 


Tho- 


58 Tap FAITHFULNESS or and 


4440. Tho ſelf-ſufficient phariſces may. fiat, K 
. HE will give might to ev'ry waiting ſaint: _ 
1 By Hi aſſiſtance ſhall to them be brought, 
2 And He will perfect what #15 hand has wrought, | 
| That this #15 promiſe is a-certain truth, | 
1445. Each ſaint's experience will afford a proof. 


| Theſe can atteſt, when often they have gone, 
And, in much darkneſs, duty enter'd on, | 
| Bow'd down with deadneſs, ſtraitneſs, and with grief, 
| The LORD look'd on, and gave their ſouls relief, 
1450. HE gave them liberty, and brake their band; 
Thob they that liberty.cou'd not command, 
More than the-ſeamen, when-they ſpread the ſail, 
Can change a croſs into a proſp'rous gale : 
The bleſſed change ſurpaſs d all nature's ſkill, 
14 5 5- The SPIRIT's breath alone 2 ſails cou 'd fill, 


Never a Sivins 3 ſeen, 
Than when they weakeſt in themſelves have been; 
When fears and faintings had their nerves unſtrung, 


1460. His firength in weakneſs thus <vas perfect made, 
2 as _ HIS yur r ad EY diſplay? d. 


With bank ſhame the 3 have oft confeſt, 
3 at the W out they — the 8855 


| hath e eby Arengtb: ; Arexphen 0 0 cob, that which THOU bt | 
, — for 11. | 
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Ax infus'd courage, and their hearts were ſtrong: 3 
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an Rs WORD Eve CED»s 9 
And when they in themſel ves confided moſt 


145 5. (Too ready in a arm of fleſh to boaſt!) 
They uſually have had the work retreat, ! 


And then with eaſe their foes did them defeat. 5 i 
Thus they were taught their ſtrength is all of grace, 
The war's not to the ſtrong, nor to the ſwift the race, 
1470. Divine concurrence, as the ſaints have known, | 
Not infl'ences their inward frame alone, 
And tow'rds things heav'nly the affe2ions lifts, 
But even aids the exerciſe of gifts; 
Stren gthens the mem'ry, and the judgment too, 
1475. So that in theſe we may much diff*rence view: 
At times they're ſtrong, at other times they fail, 
As they enjoy or not this heav'nly gale. 


Theſe witneſs duty ne'er was eaſyer found, 1 I 
Than when their dutys did the moſt abound; 4 
1480, And when the LORD moſt work upon them lays d, 
| Their ſtrength coogual with their day was made. 


Then GOD for das would chair Pi fe, 

When difficulties moſt attended it; | 4 
| At other times, and i in a diff rent frame, | 
1435. They doubtleſs wou'd have fainted at the ſame. | 

Thus by experience they can witneſs bear, 

Working for GOD is what none need to fear, 

Tho' what He calls to difficult appear; 
The toil and labor were diminiſh'd ſoon, 
1490. And oft the hardeſt work was eaſieſt done. 


Ixsos 


— — — 


Go Tus FAITHFULNESS or GOD 


_ JESUS did ever, when the work was great, 
The ſpirits of yrs people elevat;;, 
x ſuitably can ſtrengthen them, and teach 

For that which lay beyond their common reach. 


1495. When GOD had work to do in any place, 


The door HE open'd, gave aſſiſting grace; 
While, on the other hand, when HE has meant 
Hs goſpel to remove, a plain reſtraint 

And inhibition on H1s ſaints HE put, ED 


0 1 180. 8 as the tide went back, the door vas mut. 


55 Haw parts can aſcertain ſucceſs, 
Nor great abilitys, except He bleſs: 

No early riſing, no inceſſant pains, 
Without the LORD the wiſh” d effect obtains, 6 
130 5. When in His ways HIS people follow'd on, 

His candle then around their footſteps ſhone; _ 
Then His good SPIRIT did moſt plainly guide, 
And plainly left them when they turn'd aſide: 

Alone the burden they were left to bear, 


1510. Ang difficultys fi fill 4 | Tear fouls with Rear. 


And I may 971 what cach experienc' has, 
Who ever in religion ſerious was, 
Whether a duty eaſyer were or hard, 
No help nor furniture cou'd be compar” rd 


- 51 5. With nearneſs to the LORD, and help from CHRIST, 


For HE alone 10 purpoſe can aſſiſt. 
But when His grace makes ſpirit al our frames, 
Phe ſoul enlightens, counſels, and enflames; 8 


19 81s WORD Evixceo. 61 


An inward freedom, and compoſure ſweet, 
1520. Makes us to be for ev'ry duty meet. 


. af: oe ting > + en... xt 
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A NINTH great promiſe let us now attend, 
"Tis written, All things ſhall together tend * 
To the believer's avelfare in the end: 
Mercy and truth are all JeHoVaHs aways, 
1 52 5. To thoſe who love the cov nt of Hs grace. 
| It may too hard for lazy {luggards be, 
To make GOD's promiſe, and His way agree. 
Oft for a time the Chriſtian hardly cou'd | 
Di.iſcern how all things ſhou'd avorł out his good: 
1530. But wiſe obſervers in the end ſhall know, 
True is the word, for they ſhall feel it ſoz 
Whatever unhelief may now ſuggeſt, _ 
GOD's faithfulneſs ſhall be at laſt confeſt. 


TO — 


They know when GOD has moſt contrary walk'd 

1535. To the poor way which they for Hi had chalk'd, : 

Iꝗ)hen in the end the LORD has clearly ſhewn, | 

| His choice was always better than their W n. | ; 

Their ſaddeſt diſappointments, as they thought, 4 
Have in the upſhot ſome advantage brought: 
3540. Oft when the LORD refus'd what they requir'd, 

A as but to give em more than they deſir d; 


N Rom. viii, 28. We know that all thirg: work together for good to 
ther that love GOD, to them bo are the called, according to x 18 pur | 
pee. Pſ. xxv. 10. All the Paths of Tefal cre N ond eruth 1% 

| ſuch as heep HIS corenant, | 


* 


A. 


"= Tas FAITHFULNESS or 60D 


Hz Abraham did in Iſhmael deny, 
But twas to give an Iſaac by and 1000 | 


This © cry has utter d been by more than one, 


| x 54 5 «© We had been loſt, had we not been undone,” 


GOD may have ſent a fever, with intent 
A lethargy more dangerous to prevent; 
Or in the fleſh a thorh in mercy gave, 
The ſoul from ſome impoſtume thus to fave: 


_ $ 50. Thus the LORD manifeſts urs wondrous kills | 


Ex * one evil can a > ned Ell. 


They find their greateſt hakings | in | the end, . 


To their eſtabliſhment may often tend; 


And they in that have been confirm'd the moſt, 5 
15 5 5. Concerning which they had the moſt been toſt: 


Vea, GOD all-wiſe, their unbelief to cure, 
Has left them heavyer croſſes to endure; 
When a ſmall trial made em to complain, : 
A trouble ſilene d em again. 


1560. When difficultys in Fe increas'd, : 
And by the trial they the moſt were preſs'd, 
This was from GOD that trial to remove, 
Tho' worſe and worſe it ſeem'd at firſt to prove. 
It was for good, when, in the trying day, 


1565. GOD ook all ſeeming grounds of hope away, 


That #1s own hand HE might the more diſplay; 
And this their mercy ſweeter made to be, 
That they therein His hand cou'd plainly fee; | 


An! 
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In urs WORD Evinery. . 63 
And when their trial was become extreme, 
1 570. Twas on the turn, and mercy quickly came; | | 
| Then they might know its end was near at hand, | f 
Their ſea was as deepeſt when the neareſt land, 


| When ſome pee mercy Go detay'd, 
; 7 hat was their mercy and advantage made; 
1575. HE never was one inch of time too late, 
His way was nigheſt, tho' Hz ſeem'd to wait: 
Tho' unbelief may ſeem much haſte to make, 
*Tis faith * con the 11 8 method take. 


| | Chriſtians have found that vile Aiden and ſcorn, 
> 15 Which they from men for JESUS fake have borne, 
| Has been the means their characters to elear, 
And make their uprightneſs the more appear: 
Vea, ſome ſad croſs may from the LORD be ſent, | 
A greater danger ſtrangely to prevent. 
; 158 5. [So he, who, riding to the ſea-port town, 
Had his leg broken when his horſe fell down, 
Might that a bitter providence eſteem, = 
And may be hardly of the LORD might deem, - 
Whereas if he the ſhip in time had found, 
i 2 590. He had {81 oy _ been 1 drown' d. 1 | 


1 Even i in foul airs, ſome failing fad, 
' O'errul'd by GOD, a good effect has had; | 
4 Thus they were humbled and abaſed more, 
i And walk'd more waryly than e'er before: 
| I 59 5. Yea, that which caus'd ſome viſible decay, | 
5 ; And from their outward luſtre took away, 
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1610. Farther enlargement have produc d at laſt; 


162ũ. Now, LAST LY, bs that PRES be furvey', 


6. Tur, FAITHFULNESS or GOD 


Has been a means to make them downward ſhoot, 
. in elt-Enowledge take a deeper root, 3 


| Theſe hee thoſe ſteps of 8 divine, : | 16 


5 2600, Which loo d moſt croſs to His profeſs'd deſign, 


By which their hopes were threaten'd to be cruſh'd, 
And all their comforts trodden in the duſt, 

Have been the means by which the LORD has wrought, 
And moſt n deliv'rance ä 


1605. I add, as ev'ry Chriſtian will atteſt, 
Jo prove All things are order'd for the beſt, 
What ſharp reproofs the LORD might ſometimes ſend, 
Were but the faithful woundings of a friend. = 
| Moſt preſſing ſtraits, thro' which the ſaints have paſt, 


When into ſome dark plunging trial led, 

Some diſmal pit, which fill'd their ſouls with dread, 
Thence has HE brought em with advantage out, 
And made them is deliv'ring mercy ſhout; 'Y 


: 12675. He ſet their feet upon a rock ſecure, | = FE 


And made their goings more than ever fore: | 

Yea, in the hotteſt furnace will they own, 
Nothing they loft, except their droſs alone, 
| And — might well de glad when that was s gone, 


Wich! is to e in gen ral made *, PE 15 

; Wwe. 

1 Tim, vi. 6. Codlineſi ꝛvitb contentment is great gain. 1 peter 
= 5 n : 1 0 . : ili. 
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er 
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We in the ſcriptures of FeHoVaH read, 


That real godlineſs is gain indeed: 
If ſurely with the righteous ſhall go well, 


1625. Their ſong the faithfulneſs of GOD ſhall tell; 


None who have try*d. can call y1s ſervice hard, 
In keeping His commands is great reward. 


This is indeed a moſt concerning truth, 
To which can ev'ry Chriſtian give a proof, 


1630. And many bleſſed inſtances record, 


| Wherein he try'd the goodneſs of the LORD. 
When cloſe to GOD, and to His law they keep, | 
They know they ſhall a ſure advantage reap; 
And oft with humble gratitude may ſay, 

1635. This had I, 'cauſe I did THY laws obey.” 
Nor can a fingle ſaint the truth difown, 
Of the poſitions I ſhail now lay down, 


Yes, they can all with confidence aver, 
When they His int'reſts to their ozv7 prefer, 
1640. And ſcek His glory with a ſingle eye, 
Their own advantage they advance hereby. Bt 
When they conſulted leaſt with fleth and blood, 
They did themſelves the moſt effectual good, 
In that wherein the LORD was moſt their end, 


| 1545. And they did private int reſt leaſt intend, 


iii, 12, 13. The eyes of the LORD ere over the vighteens, and lige 5: 
are open to their prayers. And a. o is he that vill arm you, if e be fel. 


| (20ers of that which is good? Pal. Xx. 11. Miorcon er by ther is TUY. 


er vant warnid: in keeping them there is great reww.Q.rd, 


F | They 


lf 66 Tax FAITHFULNESS or GOD | 


They found the moſt advantage from the ſame, 
nd was loſt oY — a . rous aim. 


U 

5 
i 
aF £ 
Sb 
aw 

35 
8 
32 
. 
55 
BA 
4 
I 

5 

} 


10 
| To alk with GOD, mis keep the conſcience clean, 
ll 5 | Has the beſt policy at all times been: 5 
ll 16 50. When moſt they ſtudy'd how the LORD to pleaſe, 

5 | They found moſt ſatisfaction in His ways; 
And they acknowledge d, with a grateful voice, 5 
His way at once was cheir reward and choice, | 5 : 


Wl Theſe le ſuch real joy and peace 905 NY 
26 55. They in withſtanding of temptations find, | 
As cannot in the ſinner's breaſt ariſe, 
Who moſt his ſenſual wiſhes gratifys: 
And when they can their wills to GOD ſubmit, 
Laying their int'reſts at the Savio k's feet, | 
2660, No carnal joys can be by half fo ſweet. | E 
Ol ſweet ſenſations, which the Chriſtian proves, on 3 
| When GOD declares that HE his way approves. . 5 
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Rt Mental tranquility, and inward peace, = 
| They know to be the fruit of thriving grace; B 
1665. A holy walk, and calm compoſed mind, = 
Are like the body and the ſhade conjoin'd: „ 5 
The beſt and ſweeteſt days they ever ſaw, 1 
Were when their hearts were ſubje& to the law. | 
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Content, and ſolid happineſs Beloab, 
1670. From a cloſe walk with GOD can only flow; 
Vital religion is the ſureſt way, 
Even to ſelf-enjoyment to convey ; 
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And we can beſt our Worldly lot enjoy, 

5 When GOD is made our ſouls exceeding j Joy. 
11675. Yea, to enjoy communion ſo divine, 

in, And nearneſs to the LORD, may well refine 
The nat' ral ſpirits, and new ſtrength i imparts 
T 0 e and nat ral 4 
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2 Truly he muſt be blind, who cannot ſee 

E 1680. How ſure and real muſt that bleſſing be, 
Which makes the Chriſtian's Little oft yield more 
Than others gain that have a greater ſtore. 


 Hweetueſs akd ſatisfadtion "twill afford; 5 
When they their hearts have given to the LORD ; ; 
1635. To mark His ways, how far HE condeſcends 
To their deſires, and what they wiſh'd for ſends; 3 
How kindly HE HIS people will requite 
When they have made Hi their W delight! 
Religions ſweetneſs in the e lies, 
1690. Tis then moſt eaſy when we moſt practiſe; 
Its pleaſantneſs is then beyond all doubt, . 
5 When men religious are become throughout. 
> "me dutys only wall be ſweet indeed, 
F- Which from an ward principle proceed ; 
Bas 5. And holineſs wou'd much more pleaſant be, 
| Were it leſs mingled with EI 


The oily by their own experience know, l 
That true humility, and walking Ee 5 N 


63 Tu FAITHFULNESS or GOD | 


Neꝰer loſt them honor and reſpect teal men; 
; 1700. Theſe, when leſt ſought, were found the eaſyeſt then, 
None ever yet true honor loſt, becauſe | 
He did not hunt for worldly vain applauſe: 
The ſelf-abas'd the LORD delights to raiſe, 
| But all ſons of pride He will abaſe, 


5 IF) . — by 
8 161 


5 1705. F aithful obſervers ſhall uis | goodneſs prove, ” 


When moſt concern'd their little to improve, 
Then from the LORD, for their encouragement, 
They often find ſome kind addition 8 
And prateful ſouls, who ſougit their love to ſhow, 
2710, Have never wanted reaſon to be fo. 
_ Serious improvers frequently muſt own, 

They have a mercy in a mercy known 

Vea, in each croſs there may a mercy be, _ 

Which thoſe alone who for it ſearch can fee, 


2715. Their GOD repays by His own providence, 
| Greateſt ſincerity with moſt of ſenſe; 
And ſecret honeſty before the LORD, 
HE before men will openly reward:  _ = 
The worſt of men will oftentimes revere 
1720, Such who with boldneſs in CHRIST's cauſe appear; 5 
And faithfulneſs more favor may obtain, 
Than others cou'd by baſe compliance gain, 
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The gain «al godlineſs is never ſeen, 
Nor the Fa difference there i is between 
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I 72 5. Him that hates GOD, and him that on HM waits , 
So plain, as in the day of greateſt ſtr aits; I 
Then former tenderneſs is well repay'd, q 
And a good conſcience is the ſtrongeſt aid. 3 1 
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© Such whoſe concern it is the LORD to ſerve, ; 


1530. Have been oblig'd at many times t'bſerve, ö 
: With what a watchful eye He keeps His friends; ö 
A guard inviſible Hs ſaints attends, | 


The hoſt of GOD Eis flock below defends, 
5 Herein not fancy does their minds delude, | 
. 1735. T was GOp's own hand which they ſo oft have view nd, 
E Averting danger when ſo imminent, | 
That this alone the danger cou'd prevent; 7 
1 While danger ſeem'd to come ſo near alone, | 
E That GOD's preventing goodneſs might be ſhown « „ 
; $740. H1s wondrous care the grateful ſoul ſurveys, | 
A And owns HIS providence 1 in ert amaze, | 
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: a heart EY for 99. whey "ALY 
A large allowance GOD on him beſtows; 
And thoſe whom tender ſympathy may make 
174 5 Other ſaints burdens on themſelves to take, 
Apleaſing recompence have often had, 
7 Their private burdens were the lighter made. 
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True godlineſs, as ſaints may feel and ſee, 
Its own reward may in great meaſure be: — 
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17 50. It beautifys the ſou], and makes the face to ſhine, 


1755. Who after idols and their luſts will go; 


2 x 160. And thoſe who love HIM, nothing ſhall offend. 
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Gives to the converſation grace divine: 
Guards and preſerves its true diſciples hearts, 
From vexing croſſes, and tormenting ſmarts ; 
Which pierce the ſouls of others thro? and thro”, 


The harlot's golden bowl contains a doſe, _ |: 
Bitter as death and nn in we cloſe, ..-- ̃ 


'In fine, all ginn find Reli in | the and. * 
GOD is the beſt, the deareſt, only friend, 


When there is peace with HIM, a league is found, 
Made with the beaſts and ſtones that ſtrew the ground: 
All providences ſweetly are agreed, 

To make theſe bleſſed ſouls be bleſt indeed! g 


| 


Þ 765. Thus I've in divers caſes aim'd to ſhew, 


The ſcripture PROMISES are ſure! ly true; 
This all the godly by experience know, 
They all haye felt and ſeen them to be ſo, 
The foll'wing pages now as clearly will 


| 2770. Evince, that GOD Hs THREAT. NINGS will fulfil; . 


Their truth the Chriſtian in ſad earneſt teels, 
And his experience their fulfilment ſeals. 5 = 


From wad n they exempted be, 
7 T, hat bare the SURETY and His ſaints ſet free: 
1775. Sooner ſhou'd Noah's flood return again *, 
And eg the habitable world of men, 


io. Tipiah liv. 9. | 
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Than wrath touch them, whoſe ens the SAVIOR bore, 
To whom Je Hoya by Hls own ſelf ſwore, 
Hx'd not be Wroth with hem For Evermore: 
1780. Vet does the word of GOD in truth aver, 
Z Such fatherly diſpleaſure may incur; 
And when they will not His commandments keep, - 
Six may conſtrain the ſcourge to enter deep; | 
Accurſed fin may on nis own ele&, 
178 5. Bring down moſt ſad and viſible effects. 
To witneſs what a bitter thing i is ſin, 
What a malignant nature is therein, | 
H The true believer learns by heart-felt ſmart, 
5 1 From GOD how dreadful it is to depart, 
= E 1790, How great an evil to backſlide in heart! 4 | 
Ne; 8 — This chaſtiſement ſhall certainly take place, | 9 5 5 
3 Twas promis'd in the covenant of grace Fo _ ö 
His promiſe ta h1s So GOD vill not break, 1 
Nor. from His ſeed Hs loving · kindneſs tale. | = 
179 5: But if they turn aſide and leave their GOD, j 
_ HE'll puniſh their tranſgreſſions with a rod; : 
And ev'ry child of GOD can give ſome proof, 1 
7 His Father's threatnings are undoubted truth. — 


3 |: In ev'ry caſe the — our rule muſt be, 
cs 3800, This in all ages we accompliſh'd fee: 

5 And tho' affliction be man's common lot, 

I It from the duſt by chance ariſes not, 

5 But, like a blood-hound, is moſt plainly ſeen, 

5 To follow oftentimes the track of ſin; 
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1 355 1 Pſalm Ixxxix. 30. | 
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180 5. We by the ſtroke the cauſe may often know, 
| Which does the truth of ſcripture-threatnings ſhow. 


FeHoPYaHs ſov'reignty indeed is ſuch, 
His manner and R is meaſure vary much; 
So none may limit or preſcribe His ways, 
1810. Or fix His method in a ſpecial caſe; 
Yet this we may aſſert and well affirm, 
The word of GOD remains for ever firm. 8 
And we from thence may more than give a guels, = 
| What will ſuch evils follow more or leſs; , 
1815. Obſerving how GOD commonly proceeds, 
And whither ſin in its own nature leads 'Y 
For in all ages we GOD's ways may ſee, 
Both with khemſelves and with His word agree. 


Tho- true pelie pere have no avrath to Pg | 
I $2 0. Fr om condemnation they exempted are: 
Anger and goratb are things diſtin; and they “, 
Tho' not the former, feel the latter may. 5 


* See the judicious Dr, Gill, on Eph. v. 29. No man EVER yt 
bated bis wn fleſh, but nouriſpetb and cheriſheth it, even as the LORD the 
There 15 a difference, as he well obſerves, 1. Between 
| anger ard hatred, or fatherly diſpleaſure and vindiftive wrath, 2. 
Between perſons and aftions, 3. Between deſert and fat, 4. Be- 
tween real and i imaginary, 5. Between hatred and a non-diſcovery 
of love, 4 e | 


church = 


« Dr. Crip ſays, GOD is never wroth with Kis people. This | 
is comfortable doctrine; but is it ſcriptural ?” aſks the late excel- 
lent 
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Nought from H1s love th' elect can ſeparate, 
'E heir perſons never did nor can HE hate; 
2825. But He the fins of thoſe HE loves the beſt, 
Cannot but know, and cannot but deteſt: 
On mens inventions Het vill vengeance take, 
Tho' the inventors Ag will not forſake.. _ 


| "Nay, farther, it nag is e 
1830. GOD may contend moſt ſharply with His own; 
Without reproof that ſhall not paſs in them, 
_ Which in the world HE may not yet condemn : 
If ſpite of light, and love, and law, they ſtray, 
| With thorns and briars He'll hedge up their way; 
133 5. To cure their hearts, to ſinful wandrings bent, 
_ He'll break their bones by OT ONTO | 


In holy anger, may their F ah GOD 
| Scourge HIS own children with a dreadful rod; 
Lea, even may nis own purſue ſometines 
1840. Down to the grare, in vengeance for their c crimes : 
And ſuch, whoſe ſins on JESUS CHRIST were lay d, | 
For whom the SURETY all their debts has pay'd, ( 
May here examples be of judgment made. - 


© Yet all theſe threatnings have a bleſſed end, 
1845. However GOD may with HIs own, contend ; 


lent Mr, Hervey, MISS. genes me — Arfeo. What ſays Jaiab to it, <. 

lir. 9? — Keeping theſe diſtinctions in mind, it is a glorious truth, 
confirmed by the oath of OD. COD 

. Therefore 


* 
18 n 
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. Therefore the LORD chafliſes us, that awe 
Might never with the world condemned be. 
Oh, *tis a bleſt exchange made hy the LORD, 


- 


That now Hz ſhou'd have plac'd the t! ſword, 


| x850, Which kept the tree of life when Adam fell, 
=2 To keep HIS Fore 188 the era of hell! 


Theſe * oremie's at firſt, the way to clear, 


1 now proceed to make this truth appear; 
And ſhall of divers ſpecial evils ſpeak, 
18 55. Which do the ſaints too often overtake; 


Gainſt which the ſcripture does expreſsly warn, 


Wherein the threatnings truth we may diſcern; | 
With deep-felt groans, and with an heavy breaſt, 
Wou'd their fulfilment all the ſaints atteſt, 


1866. Fi then 8 O! what ills 11 from hence) 


Security and carnal confidence *, | 

Is what o'ertakes the people of the LORD, 
And what HE threatens in nis awful word; 
And many proofs their ſad experience brings, 
186 5. What bitter fruit from this curſt evil rings: | 


Security, as moſt believers know, 
Some awful change does uſually forego: 
; | When i in a dull, dead frame, at eaſe they lie, 
Some ſharpand rouſing diſpenſation 's nigh; 
2870, Either a fall into ſome fin more groſs, 
br ſome alarming providential croſs; 


Hol. ii, 19, == Hof, vii. 9. — Iſa, xxx. 16, 17. 


Some 
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Some thorn or other in their bed they meet, 
Xo rouſe IO lleep, and 282 — on n their feet. 


The godly too by ſad experience TY 


1875. (When they ſelf-ſearching do not duly mind) - 


That ſeldom reck*ning with the conſcience tends 
Moſt ſorely to perplex them in the end; - 
Brings ſad confuſion on, and makes em be 

| Unwilling their own real caſe to fee. 
1880. Thus it a bitter, heartleſs work, is made, 
Of ſelf-examination they're afraid; 
Nor dare before the LORD alone retire, 
Into their ſouls condition to enquirez 
This even leads to lay their duty by, 


| 188 55. Ang. to fad Sans, * a a tendency, - 


| When aud the e 8 and carnal grow, 
This ſoon the with'ring converſation ſhows ; 3 
The vigor of the gifts will ſoon decay, 

And the once fair profeſſion fade away : 


- 1890. Till the dead exerciſe of gifts proclaim, 


How languiſhing and low the inward frame; 
So that by-ſtanders may the cauſe find out, 
| And know how 'tis within by what ey fee without. 


| Then their own n af hs ſaints have known, | 
I 99. Go When they with moſt ſelf-confidence have gone, 


Or duty to attempt or to oppoſe, | 
By their own ſtrength, the feebleſt of their foes, 
| When, leaſt expected, came ſome certain croſs, 

And the ſurprize made heavyer the loſs; 


Whereas 
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1900. Whereas when they for trials did prepare, 
They often ſweetly diſappointed were, 
The LOAD was better to them than their fear, 


: Sporting e with 1 may 
5 To dreadful earnef ſoon the ſoul betray z 
1905. Tis very hard around the fire to dance, 
| And not be burnt, or meet with ſome miſchance: 

A ſnare, which trifling at a diſtance ſeem'd, 
When it came nigh, was worſe than it was deem'd; 
Upon their hearts had ſtronger bands, and more, 

| And was another W than they believ'd before. 


1 Hh | Thoſe: means the ſaddeſt diſappointments x gay e, 


Wherein they over - much confided have; 
Put out of place, and, in the room of GOD, 
They or miſcarry'd or became a rod: 5 
297 5. Whereas the ſaints at other times have ſeen, | 
Help ſent”? em by an unexpected mean; 
That GOD HIMSELF to order means might ſhow, 
And 5 their uſefulneſs 0 HIM they oi: 


' The 3 can witneſs 00, with wat” ry eyes, 
2920. When they a trial did far off deſpiſe: 
T was uſual that their carnal confidence 
Shou'd turn at laſt to carnal diffidence; 3 
When it came nigh, it prov'd their ſtrength beyond, 
And they were left beneath it to deſpond. 
1925. As in an ague, heat to cold will turn, 
And now he freezes who did lately burn: 
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Juſt thus their confidence immoderate, 
In ſad difcouragement may terminate, 


And one extremity is made to be 
1930. The other's . we e often ſee. 


A end fin, the ſaints unwatch/ulneſ; „ 
Is threaten'd in the word of GOD no leſs. 
Oh, they have found it ſad in this reſpect, 
Their moſt important duty to negle&! 
19 . 5. To watch how often did the Savior call, 
&« Watch, left ye fhou'd into temptation fall.” 
How juſt the warning can each Chriſtian tell, 

His own experience proves it but too well. 


They know 'tis hard to guide the walk ariglit, 

1940. Unleſs their bridle on the heart be tight; 

gGlack'ning the reins but for a little, may 

Make woeful work for many a mournful day. 

8 Unwatchfulneſs, they know to be the cauſe, _ 

: 5 | Why from the foul the HOLY GHOST withdraws D 
5 3945. Their life and liberty this fin deſtroys, 5 

F Their ſouls enervates, 1080" em of their joys. 


1 This helps to make their fun- ſhine end ſo ſoon, 
E | This i into midnight quickly turns their noon; 

- Dis, when they may the moſt enlargement know, 
£ 1950, Will quickly fink their ebbing comforts low. 

= | When they keep not a ſtrict and proper guard, 
Ĩ beir artful foes will for them be too hard; 


5 * Luke xxi, 34—36. 5 Matt. xzv!, 49, 41, I Pet, v. 8. 
2 | | „ Sad 
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And when their "TE it is enlarg'd the moſt, 
| Pride will creep in, and ſelf begin to boaſt: 
ll. 1955. Then, tho' juſt now they fail'd before the wind 
1 The gale — and W em far behiud. 
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55 | They Snd, wh once their heart they open lay, : 
Tis quickly ſeiz d upon and made a prey, 
And with a ſting returns, if once it ſtray, 
1960. Vea, a ſwift progreſs ſin will ever make, 
W ben once it can the Chriſtian overtake, 
A ſinful thought, conniv'd at by the faint, | 
Will quickly his imagination taint; 
I' bere roll'd about, unleſs he take good heed, 
8 156 Se It ſhortly to th' affe&ions will proceed: 
Let him that can then ſhake it off the mind, 
No eaſy w work he certainly will find. 


19 


10 


This fin will 1 a 0 to a x croſs 
| And an advantage to the greateſt loſs; 
4 5 1970. Neglected opportunitys, we ſee, 
[ Cluhang'd into fad and grievous loſſes be. | 
| By this retirement may a ſnare be made, . 
And leiſure more enſnaring be than trale. 
Voain thoughts indulg'd, tho' pleaſant to the taſte, 
| 1 97 5. May turn to gall and wormwood at the laſt; : ; 
: No company the Chriſtian can be inn, ; : 
Wou' d be fo bad as what he finds within; =. 
_ Unchain the thieves that in his boſom dwell, 12 5 a 
To make him avorſe, he mult be ſent to hell, = 
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1930. The ſaints have alſo by experience known, 


Unwatchfulneſs will pray'rleſſneſs bring on. 
*Tis hard at Even to retire and pray, 
When the heart gadded all abroad by day: 
Nor can he well in worſhip be devout, | 
| 198 5. Who is not watchful o'er his walk without. | 
Inward diſtemper, thro unwatchfulneſs, 
Itſelf ere long will outwardly expreſs, 
And in the converſation find a vent, 
By words unguarded or impertinent; 


1990. By paſſion, or ſome other open ill, 


Which may the ſoul with guilt and trouble fill; | 
Will break the peace, the ſpirit overcloud, 
May cauſe the LORD Es lovely face to ſhroud : 
For duty this will make the ſoul unmeet, 
199 5. And hinder with the LORD communion n ſweet. i 


: A third fad an, to 18 too prone we are , 
Is to neglect to call on GOD by pray'r; 

This the word threatens, and declares that we, 
Then like to fall into temptation be: 


2000. Vea, this tis written in the ſacred word, 


Will Jead to caſt off fear before the LORD . : 
Theſe ſcripture threatnings certainly are true, 
Their truth the ſaints too well can witneſs to. 


_ This, ev'ry evil, as they find, begins; 


3 2005. This gives increaſe and ſtrength to all their ſins, 


Matt. xxvi, 41, — Job xv. 4. 


If 


Tax FAITHFULNESS or GOD 
If lively pray'r the Chriſtian intermit, 
1 Will each corruption ſtrength and vigor get. 
5 Let Satan cauſe a man to ceaſe to pray, 
Spiritual life will very ſoon decay; 


2010. Soon all religion will be almoſt gone, 
A ſad conſumption will the ſoul ſeize on. 


$0 


Kept by the ſcent of living water green, 
| Fed by the fountain of the LORD they grew, 
2015. All night upon their branches lay us dew. 
Such the negleR of pray'r has ſhortly made, 
Feeble and meagre as an empty ſhade; | 
And tho' the ſad diſeaſe may make em blind, 
| And hide the true condition of the mind, 
| 9 5 2020, By- + Rangers e the Ahern ind. 


Or now and then perform'd without delight, 
4 5 To ſtill the conſcience juſt run o'er in haſte, | 
| | Alu other dutys ſoon will give diſtaſte, 
i 202 5. And all religion will ere long become 
Diſreliſh'd by and to them burdenſome, 
He that but ſeldom or that never prays, 
Will have no heart to meditate or praiſe; 
| | | Spiritual converſe will not then be ſweet, 
2030. Nor the heart be for any duty meet; 
| 5 Vea, lizelyeſt Chriſtians, and their compan _ 
[ Will ſoon be ſhunn' d, or elſe a burden be. 


They likewiſe know the laying-by of this, 
To more neglect a ſtrong temptation is; 


Vea, thoſe whoſe leaf ſo flouriſhing was ſeen, ; 


| 8 either pray'r neglected quite, . 


And 
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2035 And by degrees this evil wou'd procecil;” 


Till they of pray'r ſhou'd hardly feel their need: 

| Nay, this wou'd deaden and bewitch 'em ſo, 
Themſelves and their own caſe they ſhou'd not know; 
And when leaſt in this exerciſe they find, 


F 2040. This more and more will indiſpoſe the mind; 


The fewer errands they have to the throne, 
Nor the neceſſity of pray'r is known 
Nor duty is to their poor ſouls more ſweet 
Than tatter'd Pray'r- books which poor church - mice eat. 


205. A little pray'r will make their burdens great, 


Multiply troubles, bring on many a ſtrait, 
And cares will on 'em grow if pray'r abate; | 
For little burdens then made grievous are, 
When they are left alone their load to bear; ; 


. 20 50. When their own counſel they are left to take, 


Who not the LORD their counſellor wou '> make, 
0 ! all the ſaints can by experience tell, 
If pray'r's neglected, nothing goes on well: . 
This bleſſed remedy of pray'r untry'd, 

205 5. No other means can give relief beſide. 


Defedtion As the Ari if the word *, „ 
Is a fourth evil threaten'd by the LORD. 
This ſuch who kept by grace almighty be, 
From final Ewan: and Ts & | 


. D Jer. ix. 3 e dures 30, 32.— Joſh, vii, 11. 
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2060, Thro- ſtrong temptation may be drawn into, 5 
But ſurely ſhall and ſorely for it rue. 
With avormwoed may their troubled ſouls be fea, = 
Who in the crooked paths of error tread: _ 2090. 
Aerein too many of the ſaints have found, | ; 
206 5. * een * not always to the ni. 1 
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Such! in one day lese may venture more, 

Than they in all their life-time ſhall get o'er, 

Au rong touch given to the ark of GOD, 

May all their days be made a heavy loady 
2070. And, beyond almoſt any fin again, 
Bitter reflection cauſe, and deep-felt pain: 

This may ſo ſorely on the ſpirit lie, ' 
When in the eve of life, and near to die, Jeioe 
As that they ſhall not able be to reſt, 1 
2075. Till thus before * world ſhall pare g 


This fin the LORD may often meet they find 3 
With a ſevere rebuke before mankind? To p10 
And tho' the LORD nis people will forgive, F 
And intimations of 1s love may give; 
2080, Vet i in this caſe HE will, as ſuch ſhall know, 
Some open mark of #18 diſpleaſure ſhow. 
A turning from the truth has never been, ; 
Of *ſcaping trouble and diſtreſs a mean; =—_ > 
But crooked paths, inſtead of ſetting free, | 
208 5. Have only made their troubles double be: 
And that for which they left the way of Cob, 
Hath ſorely met them in another road; 


Tho 


10 
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Tho gilt the edge might be of error's cup, 
. 1 bitter warn they drank 1 it vp. 


pogo. 'Tis hard, if from the truth « one turns away, 


To ftop or know where he at laſt may ſtay: 


g Such may be drawn to what they never meant, 


Retrograde motions, very violent; 
Alittle yielding here's a dangerous thing, 


2 And auful — my it bring, 


You; and a fad ind awful thing i is BO 
1 they an opportunity omit, 
Their teſtimony to the truth to give, 
When they a call in Providence receive: 


2100. Such may expect the LORD n1s face to hide, | 


And oft from uſefulneſs are laid afide. 

Who wou'd not work, when GOD to work did call, 
He may henceforth refuſe t' employ at all... 
This very obvious oftentimes hath been, 


210 5. As thoſe who mark the ways of GOD have ſcen, 


Refuſing public work may alſo tend 
To perſonal deſertion in the end; 
And he that hides a talent in the duſt, 
Muſt own the loſs of talents to be juſt. 


e. Now a fifth evil I proceed to name 7 


An unſubdu'd, unmortiſyed frame: 
This the word threatens, and expreſsly Gaith, 
That carnal-mindedneſs indeed is death. 


„Rom. viii, 6, 7, . 
8 2 „ 
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How true this threatning ev'ry ſaint muſt know, 
2115. His ſad experience proves it to be ſo, 


For this moſt Chriſtians have ſeverely paid, 
Their idols often were their croſſes made: | 
GOD ſet a mark of jealouſy upon | 
Their deareſt things, when they uſurp'd mis throne. 
2120, Yea, thoſe that well obſerve 11s righteous way, 
With others and themſelves can ſurely ſay, | ; 
*Tis a ſure way with any thing to part, + j 2 
| Immod'rately thereon to ſet one's heart. | 
Exorbitant aifeftion-i in the end 
2125: Will to the ruin of its object tend; 
Which either GOD will from tlie way remove, | 
Or! it a i and a croſs mal! prove. 
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Eternal hingt will rever yield him leſs, 

Than when the Chriſtian doth them hardeft preſs; 
11 30. Nor had he ever from the world leſs fruit, 

Than when moſt eager in the poor purſuit. 

When moit he look'd for ſatisfaction there, 

Then w: as he hurry'd moſt with carking care; 
| And when thus kept from making GOD their joy, 
$13 35- Then his own ſelf he cou'd not well enjoy. 


When alſo, as too well E know, 
Mortification- work advanc'd but flow, 
The ſmart was doubted, and at laſt this was 
| Of ſome ſharp cure the grand procuring cauſe; 
5 2140. When the diſeaſe to ſuch an height aroſe, 
As inſufficient made a ſmaller doſe. 


When 
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When Chriſtians ſometimes outward things require, 
With an immod'rate, unreſtrain'd deſire; | 
: A ſharp reproof they meet with from the LORD, 
4 2145. Tho' with their wiſhes he may ſeem t accord. 
i | What they purſu'd ſo hard, tho” they attain'd, 
= They thence but little ſatisfaction gain'd: 
e. Sidve children, or I die, ſo Rachel ery d, 
Children ſhe had, and in her labor dy d. 


2150. The ſaint can likewiſe by experience tell, 
Overanxiety ne'er anſwers well: CHA. 
It might a matter mar, but cou'd not mend; 1 - 
Tho' never any thing did badly end, : | 
hem ey on GOD did quiouy depend. 


111 7 The 1 ſad 3 I ſhall now recite, 
Is, Axthly, doing violeucè to light * ; 5 
The ſad effects hereof have ſurely been 
In ev'ry age evinc'd, and clearly ſeen. | 
Such who the voice of conſcience avill nor mind, 


2160, The dreadful conſequence will ſurely find. 


, | Ik̃ the faint will his Father's voice neglect, 
| *Tis found this has a tendency direct, 
Remaining light ſtill farther to obſcure, 
And a judicial hardning to procure. 
216 5. Slighted reproofs, as ſuch too ſurely know, 
Tb pungent and leſs frequent quickly grow; 


» Prov, XXIX. 1, — Pſal. Xxx. 13, 12. 


Vhen 
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Nor conſcience ſpeaks ſo often by and by. „ 21 
Nor will their heart as onee affect the eye: 
There once a ſtill rebuke the tear wou'd bring, 

2770. But now they do not keed a greater thing; 


Nor will he ſtick at laſt at ten times more, | 
Than wou ' d have ſtartled all his ſoul before. > 


| When ſuch their boſom-evil wou'd not view, 
Wich both the word and conſcience witneſs'd to, | 
8 277 5. That they at Jak were fore'd to ſee indeed, 
| Yea, on the forehead written men might read: 
Guilt once reveal'd, and ſhifted off again, 
Wou' d be laid open in the fight of men; 
And when no pardon was in ſecret ſought, EE 
2:80, The crime to light before the world was s brought. 


This s highly to 0 Je Hoya TY | 
: | When light is darken'd for ſome private ends: 
| When once reſolv d, a man will ill enquire 
Again an anſwer, and again defirez; 

213 5. As longing ſuch or ſuch a thing to ſee, 
To have ſome warrant, or permitted be; 
When GOD already once had clear'd their mind, 

"Tis a moſt dang'rous thing, they'll ſurely find. 
An anſwer to their wiſh ſuch oft have had. 
5 219. At laſt their choice has been their judgment made: 155 

And ſuch that awful word fulfill'd have known, 
Hie join d to idoli, leave bim then alone. 
I add, what bitter ſad experience ſhows, _ 

*Tis dreadful (but how dreadful no one knows) 


To 
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2195. Te ſtrain the conſcience, which, as many feel, 
Tis eaſyer far to injure than to heal. 
 Delib'rate vent'ring in temptation's way, 
Is that for which did many dearly pay; 
_ *Tis dang'rous going to the high-priz/t's hall, 
; * 3 warrant, and W a call. 


Mind but one A more, 'twill be of uſe, 
Bold mir Faint — wit —— 
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